


HARLEY RACE BLASTS PAUL E.: April 1992 








. (; 48264 
_ $2.50 U.S. / $3.50 Canada / £1.95 U.K. 





OMT oa Te 









































Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eubisnea monty) 


The acknowledged leader in wresiling journalism, Pro Wresifing fHlusirated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each Issue contains 15 pages of color and brings you ail the latest news 
of the wrestting world. The annual "Year-Enc Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of 
the past 12 months, plus a chance for you 10 voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and 
achievements in our Special fan poll. 
Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR foldout, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’ s biggest stars... Each = aww 
issue's "Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wresiling’s top names. . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
."“Wrestling Enquirer’ bnngs you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you hundreds of match 
results from around the wrestling word .. . Award-winning 
columns from wrestling's most respected staff of indepencent 
joumalists . . . Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of 
“Ratings Analysis”... Ail this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 


INSIDE WRESTLING (Published Monthly) 


“The magazine that nps the lid off pro wrestling" works hard anc digs deep to uncover the behind 
the-scenes stones you want to read. Each month, /nside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverags of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features in Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wresiling’s top stars .. . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred. . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . “Roll Cali Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world... “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four op wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile’ provides a min-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star... Alf this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 


THE WRESTLER (rubishea monty) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date, The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of 

magazines. 

Special Features in The Wrestler: The latest from columnists Oave Rosenbaum and Bob Smith 
.., "Correspondents Repons” on major matches coast ta coast. . . “Thums Up, Thumbs Down,” 
which tells you who in wresiling deserves praise and who deserves abuse . .. Each issue also 
contains an exclusive ‘‘Q & A” interview with one of your favorite wrestlers .. . A special 
“Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star every issue . . . “You Asked Us" allows 
your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR questions . . . Plus, on a rotating birnonthly basis, 
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Beyond The Squared Circle,” offering exclusive candid photos of your favorite stars, and “Matt 
Brock‘s Looking Back,” bringing back Matt's memories of a match from yesteryear . . . Ail this and 
S 1 ee 3 1 more—every month! 
it . | THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
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SIZZLING ’92 

| have no doubt that every one of 
the men you listed in the special 
section in the February 1992 issue 
(10 Wrestlers Who Will Make 1992 
Sizzle{”) will be a true force in the 
sport this year. Particularly, | believe 
that Cactus Jack and Sid Justice will 
finally live up to their potential and 
win Major titles. 

Some say that Ric Flair is past his 
prime, but I’d bel that he’s still more 
than capable of winning the WWF 
champtonship. | despise him for his 
cheating ways, but $’m convinced 
he’s still the best wrestler in the 
world. 

PARKER REMBAUGH 
Daniel, WY 


Hype, hype, hype! The great wres- 
tlers of the ‘60s and ’70s would’ve 
made mincemeat of goofs like Cac- 
tus Jack, Brian Pillman, and Oustin 
Rhades. And Sid Justice? Don’t make 
me faugh! Jake Roberts will tie him 
into knots the next time they meet. 

Why didn’t you show a little guts 
and fist the guys who will really 
make a difference: Sabu, Eddie Gil- 
bert, The Young Pistols, and The 
Beverly Brothers? 

We'll see who's right by the end 
of the year. 

CHRIS JAMES 
Columbus, NC 


l'’s a shame we have to look 
ahead lo what Rick and Scott Steiner 
will do in ‘92 instead of their accom- 
plishments of ’91. It was a shame 
that ‘91 was such a wasted year for 
them because of Scott’s injury. 

However, | have no doubt they'll 
win every belt they can get their 
hands on in the future. In early-’91, 
Rick and Scott held the IWGP and 


4 


- 


E” 


Send Letters To: FAN FORUM 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Steve Armstrong of The Young Pistols should have been listed among the wrestlers who 
will make a big Impact in 1992, according to reader Chris James. 


WCW tag team championships. If 
healthy, they could double that out- 
put this year! 
VANCE DALIANCE 
Youngstown, MO 


BRET’S THE BEST 

| just want to express my view- 
point concerning — Intercontinental 
champion Bret Har. | think he is the 
best 1-C tidist to date. | only hope 








Bret Hart (above) is the best Intercontinental 
champlon ever, but rarely has to prove it 
because hig challengers are not in his class, 
Says reader Kellfe Murphy. 


that the WWF officials grant Bret bet- 
ter challengers than Berzerker, 
Mountie, and Warlord. 

Hart needs the right competition 
to let the wrestling world know he’s 
the best! 

KELLIE MURPHY 
Brooklyn, NY 


FULLER BULL? 

Oh, the harmony and friendship 
displayed by Robert Fuller and Jeff 
Jarrett in their “Superstar Interview” 
(February 1992)! They're closer than 
brothers, they said. They actually 
claimed they were the best USWA 
tag team champions ever. 

What a load! First of all, these 
guys can't even stick together these 
days. They got back together just to 
stop teaming all over again. One 
minute, Jarrett is pulling chains out 
of his boots. The next, he’s bellow- 
ing about how much he loves the 
fans. 

Let’s face it. Fuller is an aging has- 
been, and Jarrett is a young never- 
was. Next time, devote your inter- 
view space to a worthy team. 

GEORGE D. CARMET 
Crandall, IN 





The or-again, off-again tag team of Jeff 
Jarrett and Robert Fuller has put off many 
fans, including reader George Carmet. 


I'm glad that your magazines have 
given Robert Fuller and Jeff Jarrett 
the credit they deserve for being a 
truly outstanding tag team. I’m sure 
if they took on The Legion of Doom, 
the Steiners, or even The Enforcers, 
they'd be able to more than hold 
their own. 

Jarrett and Fuller once built a dy- 
nasty in the USWA. Let's hope they 
have the good sense to keep this 
sensational team going. 

MARIE UNDERWOOD 
Milton, TN 


RHODES’ RETURN 

| think Dusty Rhodes is making a 
big mistake if he’s contemplating re 
turning to active duty, as he hinted 
in the article in the February 71991 
issue (“Dusty Rhodes: He'll Never Be 
Content To Be The Third Man In 
The Ring”). | don’t understand why 
great older athletes can’t see the 
writing on the wall. 

What is going through the minds 
of these guys? First, decrepit Larry 
Holmes makes a boxing comeback. 
Now, Rhodes ‘and © basketball’s 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar are thinking of 
going back to their respective sports. 

‘ll never forget cringing as men 
such as Brute Bernard, Bulldog 
Brower, and Don Kent kept on com- 
peting long after it became unseem- 
ly. I’d rather remember the Dusty 
Rhodes of his prime, the brave war- 
rior who continually beat the odds 
to win. 

The odds are surely against him 
now. 

TIM ROGERS 
Winfield, TN 


BROKEN DREAM 
| have to admit | was a little disap- 
pointed in the “Dream Match” in 
the February 1992 issue. For years, 
‘ve wanted to see a match between 
Bret Hart and Sting, and | finatly had 
the chance—at least in the theater of 
my own mind. 
| was hoping for a decisive victory 
for one man or the other, but the 
bout ended in a draw. What a let- 
down! Personally, | think either of 
these superstars could manage a vic- 
tory over the other. No way that 
would happen in real life. 
What good is a dream if it doesn’t 
have a happy ending? 
JULIA WALLACE 
Los Angeles 


HACKSAW’S A HERO 
You supposed experts are dead 
wrong about Hacksaw Duggan ac- 
cepting Sgt. Slaughter into his trust, 
as you decried in the February 1992 
issue (“America’s Message To Hack- 
(Continued on page 54) 
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AZ ANY INSIDERS WERE sur- 
prised when Paul E. Dan- 
gerously made the career move 
from television announcer to man- 
ager. But an even more surprising 
move may have been pulled off 
by “Diamond” Dallas Page, who 
has gone from manager to 
wrestler. 

The guru of former AWA World 
tag tearm champions Bad Compa- 
ny and, more recenily, The Free- 
birds has made a smooth transi- 
tion from outside the ropes to 
inside, beating Johnny Rich, 
brother of Thomas Rich. He will 
also join forces with The Diamond 
Studd, re-creating The Diamond 
Exchange. 

“Lots of washed-up wrestlers 
become managers, but how many 
managers become _ wrestlers?” 
said a cocky Page. ‘This isn't a 
publicity stunt, either. I'll be com- 
pating in booth singles and tag 
team with Studd, with my eyes on 
the big titles. | expect fo have a 
belt around my waist by the time 
SuperBrawl comes around.” 

Page Is talking tough, but as far 
as Sting is concemed, that’s all 
the toughness he !s exhibiting. 

“Who does ‘Diamond’ Dallas 
think he is that he can go from 
manager to wrestling for the title 
in a few weeks?” said Sting. “‘It's 
outrageous. He should have to 
wrestle his way up the rankings 
just tke everybody else. He wants 
a title shot? Tell him to take a 
number and get in line.” 

With such high-level competi- 
tion coming from the “Stinger,” 
WCW World champion Lex 
Luger, and U.S. champion Rick 
Rude, how much havoc the 6'5" 
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Diamond, Dailas Page (right) ls making a tough transition trom manager {o wrestler. He 
competes in singles and tag teams with The Diamond Studd (left), re-creating The Diamond 
Exchange. Page is doing a lot of talking about winning titles, but so far talk Is all he’s done, 


2/70-pound Page will wreak on sin- 
gles competition is yet to be seen. 
But in teaming with Studd, who 
Stands 677” and weighs 290 
pounds, The Diamond Exchange 
has plenty of carats. The question 
may be, how much polish does it 
have? 


"It’s not gonna take very long 
for the rest of WCW to find out 
that we are the premier tag team 
to be reckoned with,’ Page said. 
“Steamboat, Rhodes, Eaton, An- 
derson, the Steiners, the Pistols— 
bring ‘em all on. We're bigger 

(Continued on page 58) 
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TO TURN DOWN: 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 92 and Wrestling Superstars 
now brings you 10 quality magazines every year!!! 








SUPE OREA) 
By popular demand, Wrestling Superstars is ‘Wise vs. STING” 


now a bi-monthly magazine. So when you 

take advantage of this special offer, you will 
now receive six issues of Wrestling 

: AYh= we | Superstars in addition to four quarterly issues 

THE ci, Sa of Wrestling 92. Here’s a rundown of what 

rr a you will now get: 
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® Four issues per year of Wrestling 92, the 
magazine “For Today's Wrestling Fan.”’ With 
its in-depth stories and unique columns, 
Wrestling 92 has earned a reputation as one 
of the classiest wrestling magazines ever, 


@ Six issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 
magazine that features the popular 

“Dream Match” and many other exciting 
features. 








Four issues of Wrestling 92 plus six issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $17.95 
a savings of more than $7 off the newsstand price! 


| want a joint subscription to Wrestling 92 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of 10 big issues per year for $17.95. 
Send To: Cc] NEW Please indicate method of payment: 
| TV SPORTS RENEWAL — Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 7.V. Sports) 
BOX 48 EIB 8 ns a ee ee 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 Sl MasieCmd:t eee 
Expiration Date: _/_ 


ONLY & 17, QS A savings Of 30% ae 
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(Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and aif other countnes $23.95. international money in U.S. funds order only.) 
Please allow up to 10 weeks before you receive your first issue. | 








The Patriot: "After the ‘Boss’ controver- 
sy was settled, | thought things would 
calm down in Global. Now, this Dark 
Patriot is running around, and _ it’s 
painfully apparent that this man is try- 
ing to get at me by using psychologi- 
cal tactics. But can’t he understand 
that he’ll never beat me by playing 
silly mind games? He’s not close to my 
size, and he'll never have my inner 
strength. Let’s just see what happens 
when | finally meet this charlatan in 
combat.” 





Max Thrasher: ‘They used to call me 
the ‘Bounty Hunter, out those days 
are over for me. They used to say I’d 
do anything for a price, but that’s not 
what I’m about now. You see, hanging 
around with slimeballs like Kevin The 
Truth’ Casey was impeding my devel- 
opment as a top wrestler. Now, I’m 
standing on my own, and ! love it. My 
young fans have even started calling 
themselves my Thrasher bashers.’ Can 
you believe it? Fans cheering for a 
dirtbag like me!” 
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Crush: “Lite is good, and [ want to 
thank all my great fans for making it 
that way. Sure, | had trouble figuring 
out my own identity for a while. | 
went from being Brian Adams to a 
member of Demolition to now being 
just Crush. But as the reigning Pacific 
Northwest champion, | know what's 
important to me now, | could call my- 
self Tony Jones or Superman, but 
none of it matters unless I’ve got the 
power of the people behind me. It’s 
the best feeling I’ve ever had.” 
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Tony Atlas: “Terrible, terrible, terrible. 
The IWCCW just gets worse and 
worse and worse, and | can’t believe 
it. First, they made Ivan Putski my top 
contender. | beat that ol’ man like the 
dog he is. Then came Tito Santana. 
Were they serious? Now, they’re tell- 
ing me that Vic Steamboat wants an- 
other crack at my ICW title. Whatsa 
matter, Vic? The first five million ttle 
rematches weren't enough for you? $ 
want some fresh competition—or 
else,” 





Rick Rude: “Another day, another 
match against Sting, another victory. 
Ho hum! Doesn’t that rouge-covered 
has-been realize he’s fighting a battle 
he’s never gonna win? First, Lex Luger 
and | wrecked his knee, and now 
we're crushing his spirit. It’s kind of a 
shame to see a guy so young fall so 
far so fast, but big deal! WCW looks 
mighty impressive with a couple of 
sure, steady veterans fike Luger and 
me holding the major singles titles, 
doesn’t it?” 





Don Muraco: “As a two-time Interconti- 
nental champion, I’m an expert on 
that belt. It’s a damn shame what the 
WWF is doing to the current champi- 
on, Bret Hart. He’s a great talent, but 
they keep lining up stiffs like 
Berzerker, Warlord, and The Mountie 
as challengers. Those guys aren’t even 
in Hart’s league! Personally, I’d rather 
see Bret against Ted DiBiase, Kerry 
Von Erich, or even Ric Flair. Wouldn’t 
you like to see great matches like 
those?” 
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John Tatum: “Don’t need valets no 
more. Nah, from Missy to Tessa, | es- 
corted the most beautiful women in 
the history of this sport to ringside. 
Who needs that? Right now, I’m a 
member of the Global tag team cham- 
pions with Rod Price, the best partner 
I've ever had. And I’ve got a great 
manager in Skandor Akbar, who has 
the most brilliant mind I've ever 
known. Hell, with a powerhouse like 
Rod and a brain like Ak’s, all | gotta 
do is show up. What could be better?” 





Barry Horowsz: “| did it No more 
prelminary matches! No more skinny 
paychecks and lousy motel rooms! | 
beat Terry Daniels—pinned him clean 
in the middle—and now I’m hol! So 
hot, in fact, that now they call me ‘The 
Winner.’ Pretty soon, those GWF pro- 
moters will realize I’m so great that 
they'll have to give me matches for the 
North American and TV titles. If they 
don't, they’re missing out on the new 
sensation of the ‘90s. I’m a late bloom- 
er, that’s all.” 
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Dr. Tom Prichard: “t understand ol’ 
Eric Embry is trying to take stock of 
himself these days. He’s trying to cut 
down on that 44inch waist of his, he’s 
cut his hair, he’s even wearing better 
clothes. Is he doing that because he 
wants to be a better wrestler? Ate you 
kidding? He's goin’ nuts because 
someone said he looks like he’s from 
Tennessee. | got news for you, Eric. 
You look more like somebody from 
another planet! The ugliest mope I've 
ever seen, for sure.” 
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“Diamond” Dallas Page: "Didn't think | 
could do it, did you? You rubes 
thought | couldn't wrestle. Well, now 
you see what you've been missing. At 
6'5” and 270 pounds, I’m on the verge 
of becoming one of the best big men 
in WCW. And now that I’ve reenlisted 
The Diamond Studd as my tag team 
partner, we're heading straight for all 
the gold. The only thing {’m surprised 
about is that the Diamond Dolls are 
gettin’ even foxier now that I’m a big 
Star.” 


Larry Zbyszko. "I’m ‘The Cruncher.’ 
Larry ‘The Cruncher’ Zbyszko. | really 
like the sound of that. You see, my 
new role in The Dangerous Alliance is 
to run interference for my good bud- 
dies Steve Austin, Rick Rude, and the 
new team of Arn Anderson and Bobby 
Eaton. Am | jealous because Eaton 
took my spot in the 1991 Tag Team of 
the Year? Not at ail. Last year was a 
great year for me—a comeback year— 
but | stand to be twice as rich in 92. 
Go figure!” 
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Thomas Rich: “Terry Taylor—} won't 
call you Terrence, you don’t deserve 
it—you've really blown it. You were 
the top dog in The York Foundation, 
but yau started getting all cocky, like 
you were better than Ms. York. You 
may not know it, but that lil’ gal is as 
feisty as she is brainy. She’s instructed 
Richard Morton and me to wipe you 
out. There isn’t going to be anything 
left but the files on you, and Alex’ll 
probably destroy them, too. Serves 


you night.” 
9 





Kvery issue, Wrestling Superstars will examine a different hold or maneuver, 
analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by allowing the wrestler who 
uses it to explain it in his own words. These are potentially dangerous and 
crippling moves and should be left to the pro rings—don’t try these at home! 


THE SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 


By Van Hammer 











‘M ONE OF the few wrestlers who knows how to 
use the slingshot suplex effectively, and that’s be 
cause it is a move that requires a certain flair for the 
drarmatic—which everyone knows | have! 

Of course, it also requires plenty of strength and 
height to maximize the impact. And at 65” and 290 
pounds, | consider myself the prototype for delivering 
this deadly drop. | mean, can you imagine Cactus Jack 
trying to set up his opponent for a slingshot? Don’t 
make me laugh! 

Because the slingshot suplex is a move that takes 
several seconds to execute, My opponent must be 
fully incapacitated. | don’t need anybody grabbing on 
to my arms or legs and taking me along for that long, 
horrible ride. 

Once | rock ’n’ roll the bum into the twilight zone, | 
wrap him up in a reverse headlock with my left arm. | 
swing him skyward by the neck and use my free right 
hand to put him vertical to the sky. At that point, my 
victim’s feet are probably 10 to 12 feet off the ground, 
depending on his height. 

| let all that height and weight drop forward onto 
the top rope, and that’s the best part, because you can 
hear the bum groan. At that point, he thinks he’s 
going over on his back, that the ride is over. Actually, 
it’s just beginning. 

Once he bounces off the ropes, | rock him back to 
the highest vertical position, then free-fall with him. 
Like every true rock ‘n’ roll star, | always stay loose. 
When | fall with him, | pretend I’m fainting. | don’t 
tense up, because it lessens the impact—and | always 
want to make a big impact! 

like my guitar, my slingshot suplex is part of my 
personality. It’s my trademark. And I’ll keep using both 
of them to rock my way to the top of WCW! = LC 
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er prepares to rock 'n’ roll anoth- 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH: 
SID JUSTICE vs. HULK HOGAN 








COMPARING THE COMBATANTS 


SID JUSTICE HULK HOGAN 
sid Justice stands 6’8"’ and weighs 318 pounds... Hulk Hogan stands 6'8” and weighs 290 pounds... 
Currently In his fifth year as a pro . . . Trained at Tojo Currently In his 13th year as a professional . . . A four- 
Yamamoto’s wrestling school . .. Won first title in 1987 time WWF World champion, winning titles from The fron 
as Lord Humongous, beating Dan Davis for the CWF Shelk, Randy Savage, Sgt. Slaughter, and The 
Southeast title... As Sid Vicious, went on to capture Undertaker. .. Garnered worldwide attention as a 
the CWA title from Brian Lee in 1988 .. . Signed with rulebreaker in the WWF under the management of 
WCW In 1889, where manager Teddy Long teamed him Freddie Blassie . . . Narrowly missed winning the AWA 
with Dan Spivey as The Skyscrapers . . . Replaced by World title before returning to the WWF as a fan favorite 
Mark Callous (now The Undertaker) after suffering a . .. Along with Vince McMahon, primarily responsible 
punctured lung... Wrestled for The Four Horsemen for the megagrowth of wrestling in the ‘80s... Three 
until leaving for the WWE ... Three biggest strengths: biggest strengths: Resiliency, focus of attack, power. 
Raw power, intimidation, unpredictability. Three biggest Three biggest weaknesses: worn down by years of 
weaknesses: Lack of quickness, unwillingness to use brutal matches, motivated for only some opponents, 
scientific knowledge, left bicep tear. lack of basic skills. 
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VER ASK YOURSELF the question: Who 

would | rather be—Hulk Hogan or Sid Jus- 
tice? Ever wonder how it would feel to exist Jarger 
than life, to look down on humanity as a father 
does on his children? 

For those of you who are Hulk Hogan fans, 
those of you who believe in coincidence and fate 
and other elements of life ordained by a powerful 
and influential force, you will find this a wonderful 





story to read. You will not want it to end. 

Likewise, if you are inclined to root for Sid Jus- 
tice, if you are someone firmly in control of your 
own destiny, who believes that reality is the result 
of hard work and careful planning, then please, by 
all means, read on. Your philsophy of life will be 
confirmed. 

This may be the story of Hulk Hogan vs. Sid 
Justice, but it really is a story for everyone. 


In each issue, Wrestling Superstars will present a 
sensational Dream Match, a spectacular battle involving the sport’s 
greatest athletes. It’s unlikely this match will ever happen 
anywhere—except in the pages of this magazine and the arena of your 
own imagination! 


ONCE UPON A TIME 

lt was one of those things you 
would find in a movie or sports 
magazine, on a celebrity question- 
naire under, “Name something 
you like that would surprise peo- 
ple.’” You know, where you'd dis- 
cover such innocuous facts as 
Madonna's infatuation with quan- 
tum mechanics textbooks, or Mi- 
chael Jordan's secret ambition to 
Study belly dancing. 

About Sid Justice, you'd learn 
that he is a devout student of mill- 
tary history, an expert on battie 
Strategy, and a collector of old 
war anifacts. The reason you 
don't know these things is be 
cause Sid Justice doesn’t answer 
celebrity questionnaires. Ever. Std 
Justice talks to very few people. 
His circle of friends is so small, it 
barely forms an arch. 


$ID MET A DOCTOR 

Sid’s basic mistrust of people 
began in junior high school in Ar- 
kansas, back when he was known 
to all as Sid Vicious. Though, as a 
four-letter, all-state athlete who 
was wildty popular among the fac- 
ulty and student body, he was shy 
and withdrawn, preferring to stay 
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classmen broke his leg during a high school football game. Sid thought a lot about his 
mentor, Dr. Henchen, during his lengthy convalescence. 












—_ 


It galls Justice (inset) whenever he sees Hulk Hogan on TV extolling his own virtues (above). Sid had not 









yet made his pro debut when he had already decided that his real goal was the "Hulkster’’ himself. 


by himself. He realized early on 
that it was his ability on the play- 
ing field that enamored him to his 
fellow students. Even at the 
tender age of 14, Sid had no pa- 
tience for small talk or small 
friends, and it was then that he 
established a strict code that reg- 
ulated his relationships. 

One who met the criteria was 
the school trainer, Dr. Arnie 
Henchen. Hencnen had been a 
schoolboy legend, too, a basket- 
ball star a generation ago who 
shunned college athletics for med- 
ical school. After graduating with 
honors, Henchen turned down l|u- 
Crative offers from major hospitals, 
returned to his hometown, and es- 
tablished a small practice. He also 
volunteered as physician for the 
local high school teams. 

in the eighth grade, Vicious suf- 
fered a fractured leg when two 
high school seniors purposely 
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speared him in a pick-up game of 
football. “How do you feel now, 
hotshot?’ one of the seniors spat 
contemptuously as Justice lay on 
the ground, crying tearlessly. The 
boy was furious that Vicious, four 
years his junior, had captured his 
position on the football team. 
“That'll teach you to steal what 
doesn't belong to you.” 

Vicious was rushed to 
Henchen’s office. After the doctor 
Set the leg, he wheeled Vicious 
into another room, where the two 
boys responsible for his injury sat, 
heads bowed, faces ashen, with 
real tears rolling down _ their 
cheeks. Vicious was mortified to 
see his attackers, but the strong 
hand of Henchen on his shoulder 
calmed his fears. 

“These two have something to 
say to you, Sid,’ Henchen said. 
“Go ahead, boys.” 

“We're very sorry for what hap- 


pened, Sid,’ one boy said shakily, 
as if reading from a prepared 
statement. ‘We are small people 
with no respect for real talent. We 
are jealous of your abilify and 
lashed out at you like two dumbd 
animals. We will Serve you in any 
way we can for the rest of the 
year.” 

Vicious thought he was dream- 
ing. This doesn’t happen in real 
life, he thought. But mt had. The 
boys were shaking his hand, a 
mixture of fear, sadness, and ter- 
ror etched on their faces. What 
had Henchen said to them? Sid 
never found out, but that day he 
made a friend for life. 


AND THE DOCTOR SAID 

“Y'know, Sid, | find it's impor- 
tant to contemplate what liife is 
about every day for at least 10 
minutes,’’ Henchen said. It was 


(Continued on page 16) 


If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


Who did Rick Martel defeat to win the AWA 
World title (1984)? 

1) Jumbo Tsuruta 

2) Ivan Koloft 

3} Stan Hansen 

4) Larry Zbyszko 

Which of these wrestlers was not In 
Bodyslam? Cas : 

1) Roddy Piper 

2} Barbarian 

3} Warlord 

True or False: Ted DiBiase’s parents were 
both professional wrestlers. 

mers | Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia 
Which of the following wrestlers did not at- questions correctly and You Can 
tend West Texas State University? 

T) Tito Santana | 
2) Wahoo McDaniel | 
3) BarryWindham 

4)DustyRhodes 

What 21-year-old was the youngest man 

ever to hold the NWA World title? 

1) Tommy Rich 

2) Kerry Von Erich 

3) Lou Thesz 








4) Dory Funk fr, 
How did you do? 
If you're up for the challenge and | PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 
want to put your wresiling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


to work, call now and 20 for the $500. Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


CALL NOW 


-900-288-752 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


Fore This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 











Wrestiing Challengo Rules & Regulations: Cali as often as you like. The contest begins March 19, 1991, and continues through March 19, 1992. There is no age 
festnction to participate. Kids, get your parents’ permission before calling. The charge for each call is $1.49 per minute. This contest is sponsored by G.C. London 
Publishing Associates in connection with Pro Wrestling Mustrated magazine. No purchase necessary to participate. Complete rules and mail in entnes are available by 
sending a sell-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 374, Guilford, CT 06437-0374. To win, answer seven conseculive wrestling trivia questions 
correctly and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-year subscnption to Pro Wrestling 
Hlustrated Weekly. Tne cover price value of an one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Mustrated Weekly ts $101.40. This contest is void where prohibited by law. 


two months after the incident in 
the park. Henchen removed the 
cast and declared the leg properly 
healed. To celebrate, he took the 
boy to lunch. 

“You remind me a lot of my- 
Self,”’ the doctor said. ‘! have to 
admit that my life has not been 
that difficult. When | played ball, it 
seemed | could do things natural- 
ly that others couldn’t, no matter 
how hard they practiced. You 
ever feel like that?’ Sid nodded; 
Henchen continued. 

“The same thing in medical 
school. | didn't have to study as 
hard as the other students. | al- 
ways asked myself, Why? Why is 
i easier for me than it is for 
them? Who should | thank? What 
should | do? 

“When | was recruited by col- 
leges, and a few pro teams out of 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 14) 


high school, the idea of playing 
basketball seemed literally absurd. 
| know athletes can be positive 
role models, but | knew | could do 
something more tangible than 
bounce a ball. Medicine seemed 
like a good way to pay back who- 
ever was responsible for giving 
me such an easy life. So here | 
am.” 

Henchen looked into Sid’s face 
to see if the boy was paying 
attention. 

“So what is my ultimate theory 
on life? It changes every day, 
though I’ve concluded that a 
sense of humor is the most tmpor- 
tant component a human being 
can possess. There are too many 
tragic possibilities in life to not be 
able to Jaugh. There is nothing 
funny about delivering a stillborn 
baby, which | have done. | don't 





Sid was vicious when he wrestled men like Robert Fuller in his earty days in the sport. No 





matter where he wrestled, he always remembered the teachings of Dr. Hanchen. 
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mean we should laugh at things 
like that. What | mean is taking 
the everyday too senously. Those 
two boys who attacked you took 
things too seriously. | felt an obli- 
gation to have’ them — think 
otherwise.” 


TAKE MY ADVICE, IF YOU WILL 

As much as Henchen revered 
talent, he had little tolerance for 
those who bragged about their 
skitls, and this was the essential 
lesson Sid Vicious learned from 
him. Life was easy for Sid. Upon 
graduation, he was offered athlet- 
ic scholarships at 13. different 
schools in three different sports. 
instead, he chose to spend a year 
in Europe, where he studied the 
great wars of history. | 

And he decided not to speak to 
his good friend Dr. Henchen until 
he had something worthwhile to 
Say. 


SO FIVE YEARS LATER 
Sid Vicious was reading about 
the Trojan War when a light went 
on his head. On television was 
a Hulk Hogan interview, which Vi- 
clous had listened to with half an 
ear for the last 10 minutes. Sid 
watched Hogan flex his bicep and 
thought, 7his is the kind of man 
that Dr. Henchen would despise. 
As it happened, the circum- 
stances of life had also ted Sid 
Vicious to the sport of profession- 
al wrestling. And on the eve of his 
debut match in the CWF, he was 
already making plans as to how 
he would one day soon unseat 

Hulk Hogan from his throne. 


SID HAD A PLAN 
As has been said before, things 
of a physical nature came easy to 
Sid Vicious. He had grown into a 
body that ruined the evolutionary 
curve. Six feet, eight inches of 
(Continued on page 18) 
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solid, flexible, immovable muscle. 
The mind of a Roman general. 
And an attitude that took nothing 
seriously—except those things he 
decided were serious. Sid put 
down his dook and turned up the 
volume on his TV set. 

: and listen all you little 
Huikamaniacs out there, remem- 
ber: If you eat your ‘Hulkster’ vita- 
mins and think good ‘Hulkster’ 
thoughts, then you can grow up 
big and strong, just like the 
‘Hulksier,’ "’ 

Right then, Vicious decided to 
put his prodigious abilities to the 
test. Though his travels would 
bring him from the CWF to the 
CWA to Japan and later to WCW, 
Sid Vicious Knew where he would 
end up—and against whom. 


BUT FIRST HE MUST 

“Establish your reputation,” 
Henchen had told him years ago. 
“Never let anyone think they can 
compete at your level. As long as 
you're out there, always try your 
best, or don’t bother going out 
there.” 

By his third year in the sport, 
he had eamed a worldwide repu- 
tation for brutality. He was invited 
personally by Ric Flair to join the 
prestigious Four Horsemen. He 
knew that as a Horseman he 
would lose his individuality and 
opportunities to wrestle for the 
WCW World title, but he decided 
to accept Flair’s offer nonetheless. 


HIMSELF 

Sid quickly grew bored with 
The Four Horsemen’s tactics and 
incessant self-promotion. In one 
way, they were similar to Hogan: 
They ranted and raved as much 
as they wrestled. Still, if Vicious 
wanted to attract the attention of 
Vince McMahon, he needed ex- 
posure, and the Horsemen provid- 
ed that, if little else. 
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(Continued from page 16) 


Belng accepted in The Four Horsemen, first as an associate and then as a full-fledged 





member, was a major breakthrough for Sid. As a Horseman, his talents became known to 


the WWF and Vince McMahon. 


One day he was contacted at 
home by a WWF representative. 
‘Vince would like to meet with 
you,’ the voice said, choosing a 
time and a fancy restaurant. 

“My home is more comfort- 
able, Sid replied. “He can come 
here if he wants.” Before McMa- 
hon's visit, Sid felt a tinge of 
dissapointment. It's still So very 
easy, he thought. It’s like playing 
in a world full of children. However, 
there was one important item he 
had to arrange before the WWF 
could ‘‘steal’’ him away from 
WCW. 


IN A DIFFERENT LIGHT 

“I'm not tired of breaking 
heads,” Vicious told McMahon 
later that night. “But | am tired of 
breaking rules. I’m flattered by 
your offer, but if | come to the 
WWF, | want to make some 
changes. I'm tired of being the 
heavy.” 

He knew this would not sit well 
with McMahon. McMahon had 
imagined a senes of Hogan-Vi- 
cious matches, pitting giant 
against giant. Ultimately, McMa- 
hon was hoping to squeeze a 
WrestleMania main event out of it. 

But Vicious didn’t just want to 


defeat Hogan. He wanted to be 
fnend him, then humiliate him. 
The wrestling part, as usual, 
would be simple. Hogan was no 
match for a man of Vicious’ skills. 
But no one had ever made Hogan 
look like a fool. There was the 
challenge. And alraady, Sid’s plan 
was meeting opposition. 

“| don't know about that, Sic,’ 
McMahon responded. “It would 
depend on how Hogan reacted. If 
he approved of you, then ft would 
be okay. | mean, you two would 
make a great team, no doubt. But 
Hulk would have to approve. 
Heck, we could even call you Sid 
Justice.” 

“That would be perfect,” Sid 
responded, adding “you idiot’ un- 
der his breath. 


BY KISSING HOGAN'S FEET 
This came from the mouth of 
Sid Vicious, er, Justice, though he 
will forever be embarrassed to aa- 
mit it: “Mr. Hogan, you have al- 
ways been my idol and | would 
love the opportunity to wrestle 
alongside you.’’ lt was a measure 
of Hogan’s giant ego that he be- 
lieved a fallow wrestler would ac- 
tually say such a thing. 
(Continued on page 20) 
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TOTAL 


“Well, it would be an honor to 
have someone my own size to 
talk to, Sid,”” Hogan replied. ‘But 
we'll have to see what you're 
made of first.’ lt was Hogan's 
idea to allow Justice to referee the 
handicap match pitting Hogan 
and The Ultimate Warrior against 
Sgt. Slaughter, Col. Mustafa, and 
Gen. Adnan. It would give Hogan 
a chance to watch Justice and 
see what the youngster was made 
Of. 


AND NOT BARFING 

Justice played his role perfectly. 
He asked Hogan for the nght 
amount of advice and then con- 
fessed that he was going to have 
io be impartial, though he “really 
wanted Hogan to wipe the mat 
with those  lraqi-sympathizing 
creeps.” In the ring, Justice was a 
stern taskmaster, never once 
backing down from either side. 
Hogan was so impressed that he 
invited Justice to join him in a 
postmatch posedown. Justice 
could hardly contain his laughter. 
After the match, Hogan agreed to 
keep an eye on Justice. “| need a 
workout partner,” Hogan said, 
smiling. “I'll understand if you 
nave a better offer.” 

Justice forced himself to blush. 
“Thank you, Mr. Hogan,” Justice 
said. “This is a dream come 
true." 


MEANWHILE, BACK HOME 

lt was time to make that phone 
call. “Dr. Henchen,” Sid Justice 
said, “it's me, Sid. | wonder if 
you'd like to come over for dinner. 
l'd like to talk to you about 
something.’ 


iT WAS DECIDED 
The bottle of wine was a 1937 
Louis Rothchild, a vintage befitting 
the ranty of the occasion: Sid Jus- 
tice was having a drink. And he 
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Justice approved by Hogan himself to referee the match ‘pitting Hogan an 
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Ultimate Warrior against Sgt. Slaughter, Gen. Adnan, and Col. Mustafa at SummerSlam ‘91 
in Madison Square Garden. After the match, Hogan and Justice staged a posedown. 


was feeling very good as he swal- 
lowed the final drop from the bot 
tle of $5,500 wine. He and Dr. 
Henchen were enjoying a long 
laugh as they watched a video- 
taped interview of Hogan. 

Gene Okerlund: “Y'know, Hulk, 
there’s a lot of loose talk around 
the WWF that your days are num- 
bered. Between The Natural DI- 
sasiers and Ric Flair and The Un- 
dertaker, people are saying 
there's more bad news out there 
than the ‘Hulkster’ can handle.” 

Hogan: ‘‘Y’know, ‘Mean’ Gene, 
I've been hearing this same kind 
of chatter for many years now. 
You know it doesn’t affect me. 
Words can't harm Hulkamania. 
Many have tried, all have failed.” 

While Hogan sweats and bops 
to the awkward rhythm of his 
words, Justice and Henchen are 
doubling over with laughter; 
Henchen stops the tape until they 
can recover. 

“Don’t stop it now. This is the 


best part coming up,’ Justice 
says. ‘‘It’s priceless.”’ The inter- 
view continues. 

Okerlund: ‘So it's business as 
usual for you, ‘Hulkster?’ The 
fans shouldn't be too concerned 
about this crisis?” 

Hogan: “Oh, | must admit, 
‘Mean’ Gene, that with making 
my movie and all, | started paying 
less attention to nng matters than 
} should have. It might be cause 
for alarm if it was just me out 
there. We know the ‘Hulkster’ is 
larger than life! We know the 
‘Hulkster’ can take care of busi- 
ness! There may be more evil in 
the WWE than ever before, but 
there is no need to lose any 
sleep. The fort is well-protected— 
and that’s because for the first 
time, ‘Mean’ Gene, the ‘Hulkster’ 
has help. 

Okerland: “You mean .. 

Hogan: “You got it, ‘Mean’ 
Gene. My ace in the hole, my 

(Continued on page 62) 
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THE YOUNG PISTOLS 





HEY’RE THE U.S. tag team 

champions now, and Tracey 
Smothers and Steve Armstrong, The 
Young Pistols, couldn’t care less about 
how you feel about if, All they care 
about these days is winning and keep- 
ing the cool feel of gold around their 
waists for as long as they can. 

For those of you who may have lost 
track of what’s been going on in pro- 
fessional wrestling for the last few 
months, yes, we're talking about 
Smothers and Armstrong, the same 
feam that = delighted Continental, 
USWA, and WCW fans with their 
high-flying skills and unwavering com- 
nutment to scientific wrestling. 

Sadly, these young men have under- 
gone a dramatic change in attitude. 
Armstrong, the son of Georgia wres- 
tling legend “Bullet’’ Bob Armstrong, 
began teaming with Smothers more 
than three years ago, and they cap- 
tured the wnagination of fans all over 
the South with their upbeat personal- 
ities and remarkable ring abilities. But 
when these ambitious youngsters in- 
vaded WCW more than a year ago, 
they soon realized they had their work 
cul owt for them. 

Instead of being the best team in 
small federations, Smothers and Arm- 
strone—then known as The Southern 
Boys—becanie a good team surround- 
ed by many ollier fine duos. After stf- 
fering some crushing losses, they 
changed their name to The Young Pis- 
fols, but they quickly realized that a 
name change alone wasn’! going to 
mitke them more competitive. 
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Tracey Smothers was a high-flying acrobatic wrestler with excellent scientific skills until he 


be oe 











had his shoulder separated by Am Anderson. Since then, he and Steve Armstrong have 
parlayed a ‘‘be tough to beat tough’’ attitude into the U.S. tag team title. 


More and more, Smothers and 
Armstrong began to display their frus- 
tration during matches. By autunin 
199], they had evolved into full-fledged 
rulebreakers, taking their rancor out on 
opponents who vere convinced they 
were going 10 meet scientific wrestlers. 
One such team was The Patriots, who 
were brutalized by the Pistols as 
Smothers and Armstrong captured the 


U.S. tag team title. 

Sadly, as long as they're champions, 
Smothers and Armstrong don’t care 
about anything else. They shocked 
Maneegine Editor Bob Snuth, a lone- 
tune admirer, with their suddenly surly 
attitudes and callous demeanors. Smith 
returned to New York calling the Pis- 
fols “the most changed men in wres- 
tling—for the worse.”’ 
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WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


Tracey and Steve, congratulations 
on your victory for the U.S. title. 
I know that this win meant a lot 
to both of you. 


TRACEY SMOTHERS: 


WS: 


What are you falking about? 
How the hell do you even have 
an inkling about what motivates 
Steve and me? You sound lke 
one of those sportswriters who 
thinks he knows everything about 
everything, but in reality don’t 
know nothin’, 

Sorry if J offended you, Tracey. 
[t’s just that ever since you en- 
tered WCW, all the two of you 
have talked about on TV inter- 
views was winning the World or 
U.S. tag titles. 


STEVE ARMSTRONG: 


WS: 


SA: 


TS: 
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That was then, this is now, fella. 
Anything we've said in the past 
you can dump night out of your 
memory right now. Any way 
we've wrestled in the past you 
can forget about, too. This is the 
1992 version of The Young Pis- 
(ols, who are not to be confused 
with The Wild-Eyed Southern 
Boys or any other incarnation of 
this team. We’ve decided to 
change our outlook on life, and 
as you can see, it’s paid off. 
We’re the U.S. tag champs now, 
and we're not about to let go of 
these belts come hell or high 
water, 


Naturally, you want to retain 
your title now that you’ve be- 
come champions. But judging 
from the tone of your comments, 
you'd do just about anything to 
accomplish that, wouldn’t you? 


Complain about it all you want, 
but it’s mot gonna change our 
minds. We discovered all we 
needed fo know about WCW the 
hard way, bub. 


Damn nght. It really opened my 
eyes when Am Anderson inten- 
tionally separated my shoulder 
during a tag team match against 
The Enforcers. We got a good, 


SA: 


himstions, delivering a flying dropkick to Stan Lane: also devel a repinailon as a 
superb scientific grappler with great acrobatic skiils. He has incorporated his talent with 
ruthless rulebreaking tactics to help The Young Pistols take a stronghold on the title. 


hard look at what it takes to be a 
success in WCW, and it sure as 
hell had nothing to do with 
kissin’ babies or signing auto- 
vraphs. To beat the tough guys, 
we had to be tough guys. And 
nobody who has faced us lately 
has any doubt that we're as 
tough as shoe Jeather. 

You tell him, Tracey. 
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WS: I noticed that you two were using 


SA: 


some pretty aggressive tactics In 
the nng, but I had no idea your 
attitudes had gone so sour, What 
does your father think about all 
this, Steve? 

You keep my daddy out of this, 
Smith. My father knows more 
about being @ great wrestler than 
you'll ever know. To be truthful 


WS: 


WS: 





with you, I haven't talked to 
“The Bullet” in a long time. But 
1 know fhat as soon as he saw 
this U.S. gold around my gut, 
he’d be as proud as hie could be. 
Hey, if you have any doubts 
about my ability, just ask those 
Putroids, who we defeated for 
the title. 

I can only guess that you’re talk- 
ing about The Patriots, Fire- 
breaker Chip and Todd 
Champion. . 
You got that one right. Without 
a doubt, those mugs were the 
worst excuses for U.S. champions 
ever. I mean, Champion can’t 
even find the arena, Jet alone the 
ring, and Cow Chip is a muscle- 
bound musciehead. They were an 
embarrassment fo WCW, and all 
the fans and officials should be 
glad we laid that team to rest for 
eo0od. 

Maybe you’ve done just that, 
since { haven’t seen much of The 
Patriots in recent weeks. But 
there are several other teams that 


SA: 


WS: 


Smothers (left) says his days of signing autographs and kissing 
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are vying for the gold that you’ve 
just won. There are The Free- 
birds, the former champions, not 
to mention The Diamond Ex- 
change, and even P.N. News and 
Johnny B. Badd. 

What's that? Fats and Fairy Boy 
want to come to the big time to 
try to win the U.S. title? That's 
crazy. Those rookie rubes haven't 
even gol a clue as to what tag 
team wrestling is all about, but 
we're tag feam experts. They 
don’t possess the kind of aerial 
and fighting sharpness that’s 
made us the team to beat in 
WCW. 

But you fellows weren’t a/ways 
on a hot streak. You were beaten 
many times by The Freebirds, 
The Midnight Express, and The 
Enforcers. 

Ancient history, as far as we're 
concemed. If you notice, none of 
(hose teams are around anymore, 
are they? We’re (he only one left. 
And, that was a different set of 
Pistols, too. Those were the 
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bables are over, while 


WS: 


WS: 


SA: 


wimps who only listened to what 
the fans told them to do. Now, 
we listen to only three people— 
Steve Armstrong, Traccy Smoth- 
ers, and our accountant. Hey, the 
proof is around our waists for 
everyone fo see. And if the fans 
don’t like it, well, it’s really foo 
damn bad. Steve and | are born 
winners, and now we ect pinfall 
victories in every single match. 
Sure, but the way you’re doing it 
... doubleteaming ... foreign 
objects you've definitely 
changed, and not for the better. 
Steve, aren’t you afraid that all 
these nasty tactics might hinder 
your budding recording career? 
What do you mean by that? 
Well, even music fans want to 
admire the people they listen to. 
And few music or sports fans ad- 
mre you these days. 
That’s crazy. Anybody who hears 
my silky voice or hears my in- 
credible guitar playing will not be 
able to resist my rock ’n’ roll 
(Continued on page 60) 









» ee! all 


Amnstrong (right) 


expects to be on top of the tag team rankings and the Bifiboard charts by the end of 1992. 
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ler lots of trouble 


(left). 
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Brute force (below) 
and Friday's help 
(night) gave Kamala the 
belt. 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


ULK HOGAN KNOWS. So 
| J does any other wrestler that has 
confronted Kamala. There are wrestlers 
and then there are brawlers. There are 
men and then there are... Well, let 
Jerry Lawler tell it himself, 

“His thoughts seem to come ran- 
domly, as if there's no set pattern to 
what’s going on in lis mind,”’ Lawler 
says. “He does things sane men 
wouldn’t dream of doing. [t's almost 
as if he doesn’t come from the same 
mold that the rest of us did, as if he’s 
some kind of otherworldly creature.” 

Then Lawler delivers the kicker, 

‘“T can beal any wrestler,”’ he said, a 
shiver coming into his voice. ‘Kama- 
la’s an animal. He’s just not human.” 

Lawler has learned this the hard way 
through a year of titles won and titles 
lost. If it seems as if the USWA cham- 
pionship has revolved around Lawler 
since Its inception, it’s probably be- 
cause it has. 

He won the utle from Terry Funk 
on March 1] in Memphis and lost it to 
Awesome Kong on July 29 in Mem- 
phis. He regained the belt on August 
12 in Memphis, lost it again to Dragon 
Master on August 26 in Memphis, 
then regained it from Dragon Master 
on September 2. [n Memphis. 

So, with Memphis and maniacal op- 
ponents as the only common denomi- 


2/ 





nators, Lawler lost the title again to 
Kamala on November 25 in Memphis. 
Lawler regained the belt seven days lat- 
er, but it was held up on December 7 
when Lawler threw fire in Kamala’s 
face, 

A rematch was ordered for Decem- 
ber 9 and Kamala regained the title. 

What happened tn that match, how- 
ever, infunated Lawler. Another 
Lawler hater, Mr. Sandman, interfered 
several (imes, costing “The King” any 
real shot he had at the title. Afterward, 
Lawler promised to concentrate exclu- 
sively on Sandman, though Dr. Tom 
Prichard, an interested observer, does 
not believe that’s his true intent. 

“Go after Sandman when Kamala 
has the belt?” Prichard said. ‘‘Listen, | 
think we know Lawler better than that. 
He’)l go after Sandman a few times, 
probably run him out of town, but 
Kamala’s what he really wants. [ think 
Jerry just needs a breather from Ka- 
mala. That guy can make things 
rough.’ 

‘The return of Friday, Kamala’s 
right-hand animal, has made things 
even rougher for Lawler. He is now 
déaling with three crazies—Kamala, 
Fnday, and Mr. Sandman—in what 
seems to be a futile effort to restore 
Sanity to the USWA, 

Friday, as Kim Chee, brought the 
360-pound Ugandan Kamala to within 
a whisker of winning the WWF World 
utle from Hogan several years ago, 
and now he is content with upstaging 
another wrestling legend. As usual, Fri- 
day refuses to divulge any pertinent 
details about Kamala. Kamala, the 
man-animal, Is as mysterious as he has 
ever been. 

“Lawler 1s making a big mistake to 
take on Kamala,’ Friday said. ‘‘He 
knows not of what he is getting into. 
Kamala will do anything to hold on to 
the utle, anything | tell him to do, and 
anything he wants to do. There is no 
control here.’’ 

One can almost hear the war drums 
beating in the background. Listen 
closely now. A fire has been built. The 
Jungle tnbe is gathering around. Witch 
doctors are passing around a voodoo 
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Despite his unpredictability and the outside interference he receives, Kamala's biggest edge 
over Lawler may be his awesome strength. He seemingly whips his smaller foe Into the 
comer at will. 
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Although he Is 360 pounds, Kamala is by no means a plodding wrestler. His agility, surprisingly good for 
a man his size, neutralizes some of Lawler’s speed advantage. 


doll. And a beast, the king of the jun- 
gle with war paint on his face, is the 
leader of them all. 

“It's kind of an eerie thought, isn’t 
it?’ Lawler said over afternoon coffee 
and donuts, ‘I mean, looking at it 
from a distance kind of makes me 
Jaugh, but this is serious business. Ka- 
mata should not be in a wrestling ring, 
no doubt about that, but I’m not go- 
ing to petition for his banishment. I'll 
just have to take care of him myself. 

“It could be the scariest thing I’ve 
ever clone.” 

The problem js that Lawler never 
knows what Kamala is going to do: 


scratch, gouge, claw at his face, or 
take a bite out of Lawler. There are no 
rules. 

He could call upon Friday and 
Sandman for interference or mavbe a 
foreign object. The Ugandan Giant 
doesn’t have any morals because he 
wasn't brought up with any. No 
boundaries of decency were ever Set In 
tus mind. There 1s only one goal for 
Kamala: survival. Right now, survival 
means destroying Lawler. 

“That’s what scares me,” Lawler 
said. “It’s like with Pavlov’s dog. A 
bell was rung and he began 10 salivate. 
He saw the piece of meat and salivated 


even more. With Kamala, the belt 1s 
his bell. It makes him hungry and 
dangerous.”’ 

Lawler nas taken on and defeated 
some of the greatest wrestlers ever. His 
list includes Hogan, Andre the Giant, 
and Kerry Von Erich, immortals in 
anyone’s book. 

And in 199I, his year of dominance 
over the USWA title, Lawler took on 
one crazy after another. 

But none of them match this man. 
If he’s a man. If he’s not just some 
wild beast that nature made to look 
like a man. Surviving Kamala 1s 
Lawler’s ultimate challenge. UJ 
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Special Section: 





; 'WO WEEKS AGO, we were hard at work putting out the latest edition of 
- our sister publication Sports Review Wrestling when we heard a yell from 


the back of the room. It was our newest staff member, Chris Bernucca, in the 
midst of conducting research for a story. 
“Hey!” he piped. “‘Did you guys know that Hulk Hogan had his own rock 


band?” 


Think you know all there 
is to know about your 
favorite wrestlers? Think 
again! Some of today’s 
biggest stars have done 
things you wouldn't 
believe! In this special 
Wrestling Superstars 
section, you'll catch 
elimpses of the 
interesting pasts of the 
men who dominate the 


sport! 


“Old news!”’ grumbled Managing Editor 
Bob Smith. 

Five minutes later, we heard another. yell. 

“Hey!”’ Bernucca shouted. “Did you know 
that Ric Flair ran track in high school?” 

“Old news!’ grumbled Editor-in-Chief 
Craig Peters. 

Two minutes fater, Bernucca was at it 
again. 

“Hey! he yelled, “Did you know that 
Rick Rude was a national arm-wresthng 
champion?” 

“Old news!’ grumbled Senior Editor Bill 
Apter. 

“Wait a minute!’ said Associate Editor 
Andy Rodriguez. ‘‘] didn’t know that! That’s 
really interesting. | wonder how many people 
know that about Rude.” 

“Good question,’ observed Associate Pub- 


lisher Stu Saks. “‘And it gives me an idea. How about a section listing some of 
the more obscure facts about the top guys in the sport? We have plenty of 
matenal in our archives; all it would take is a litthe digging up. Looks like 


Bernucca has a start already.’ 


So we all dusted off the back issues and rifled through our files, and came up 
with a host of intriguing little-known facts about 10 of the biggest stars in the 
sport today. See how many you know! 
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In 1984, Savage took 
on brother Lanny in an 
entirely empty arena, 
with Lawler as special 
referee. 





in the early-1980s, Randy Savage feuded long and hard with 
Jerry Lawler in the Mid-South area (above). 

baseball contract, he was prevented from participating in 
other pro sports . . . Had trouble with heavyweight oppo- 
nents because he had to keep his weight around 175 for 
baseball .. . In 1976, stopped playing baseball to devote 
himself to wrestling full-time .. 
the name Randy Savage by Ole Anderson because, as 
Anderson said, ‘‘he wrestled like a savage! 
tured the Southeastern tag team title with brother Lanny 


RANDY SAVAGE: The ‘Macho Man” is the son 
of old-time grappler Angelo Poffo and brother of ‘*Ge- 
nius’” Lanny Poffo .. 
hitting over .500 . . . Signed with the St. Louis Cardinals 
munor-league system in 1971 ... Also played in the Cin- 
cinnat) Reds and Chicago White Sox organizations .. . 
During the off-season, he wrestled as ‘“The Spider” ... 
Fought ‘under a mask because under the terms of his 


. Played baseball in high school, 





. In Georgia, was given 


... Cap- 


... In July 1979, Savage actually 
beat brother Lanny for the Inter- 
national Championship Wrestling 
tile, a belt he held for nearly four 
years ... Lost the ttle to Paul 
Christy, the man he beat in his 
pro debut as The Spider . . . Man- 
aged by Jimmy Hart in the Mid- 
Southern area, where he feuded 
with Jerry Lawler ... In 1984, 
Savage wrestled Lanny to a 
draw—in a completely empty Mid- 
South Coliseum in Memphis; 
Lawler was the special referee... 
Began his final Mid-Southern utle 
reign with a victory over Jerry 
Oske in May 1985... His arrival 
in the WWF set off a bidding war 
among the federation’s managers, 
but Savage settled upon the previ- 
ously unknown Elizabeth—herself 
a former TV announcer for the 
old ICW in Tennessee. 


Like father, like son: Savage and his father, old-time grappler 
Angelo Poffo (left). Lanny also had a successful career. 
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STING: The former WCW U.S. champion was a 
multisport enthusiast as a youth, enjoying swimming, 
surfing, basketball, and powerlifting ... Played basket- 
ball in junior college; credits that sport with building his 


who teamed with him to capture the old UWF tag team 
fitle in July 1986... Also won that title with stablemate 
Rick Steiner ... Wrestled NWA World champion Ric 
Flair to a one-hour draw on New Year’s Day, 1989... 


stamina and agility ... First interest in wrestling came As The Blade Runners, he and The Ultimate Warrior 
from family members who competed on the collegiate (then known as Rock) won their first match in only 45 
level ... Tumed down several athictic scholarships to seconds .. . They had a big feud gomg with The Fantas- 


remain in Califorma and concentrate on bodybuilding . . . 
Came within one point of qualifvine for the Mr. U.S.A. 
bodybuilding finals in 1984 Got into the spor 


through veteran grappler and manager Red Bastien, 
whom he met while working out at Gold’s Gym in Venice 
... Once managed by Eddie Gilbert, 


Beach, California 





fics in the Mid-South area ... Once billed as ‘‘Every 
Man’s Nightmare’... Appeared on Family Feud with 
several other WCW stars... Defeated Mike Rotundo to 
win the WCW TV utle in March 1989 ... Teamed with 
Lex Luger to win the Crockett Cup tag team tournament 
in 1988 ... Teamed with Michael Hayes and Jim Garvin 
at Starrcade '87 to wrestle Gilben, Rick Steiner, Larry 
Zbyszko. 


In the mid-'80s in the 
Mid-South area, Sting 
developed a bitter feud 
with Bobby Fulton of 
The Fantastics, whom 
he locks up with an 
armbar. 


Sting, Lex Luger, 
and other WCW 
stars once ap- 
peared on Family 
Feud (above). The 
“Stinger” and Ed- 
die Gilbert (left) 

_ won the UWF tag 


e title in 1986. 





Jake Roberts was once a part of The Legion of Doom stable, when Paul 
Ellering (center) brought them together in 1984. 
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THE LEGION OF DOOM: The WWF World tag 
team champions (known as The Road Warmiors until they 
went to the WWE) didn’t start their careers as a (eam; 
Animal began wrestling as The Road Warrior in Novem- 
ber 1982 ... ‘‘Precious’’ Paul Ellering teamed him with 
childhood buddy Hawk | In n J une 1983 and they immediate- 
ly won the Georgia 
National tag team title 


Jake Roberts, 
King Kong Bundy, and 
The Spoiler joined 


them to form The Le- 
gion of Doom ... In 
their first few months 
| : as a team, they wore 
i= | leather and carried 
chains; painted faces 
and shaved heads came 
later ... Once fired 
Ellenng and beat up 
him in the ring, claim- 
ing he was ‘‘too soft” 
| . Voted Pro Wres- 
, mel fling Illustrated Tag 
In 1987, Hawk overpowered Jumbo eam of the Year four 
Tsuruta in an AlWapan tag team times, winning three in 
tite match. a row beginning in 


iain el 
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[983 ... Began their 
third National tag title 
regen in May 1984 with 
a tournament-final vic- 
tory over Junkyard 
Dog and Sweet Brown 
Sugar ... There actu- 
ally was a movement 
afoot to ban the War- 
niors from the NWA 
because they were too 
violent ... As AWA 
World tag team 
champs in 1985, they 
feuded with NWA 
World tag utlists Ivan 
in 1985, Animal’s feuds with van and Nikita Koloff in 
Koloff were often bloody and brutal. an effort to determine 
wrestling’s toughest team ... Were at one time the num- 
ber-one contenders to both the AWA and NWA World 
tag titles . . . Held the NWA six-man tag bejts with Dusty 
Rhodes ... Both Hawk and Animal received shots at 
NWA World champion Ric Flair during the 1986 Great 
Amencan Bashes ... In 1987, won the All-Japan IJnter- 
national tag belts from former AWA World champion 
Jumbo Tsuruta and Genichiro Tenryu ... Have their 
own line of actionwear, Zubaz. 
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JOHNNY B. BADD: The claims this ‘‘baaaad” rookie makes about 
being a great amateur fighter are all true... Bor in Macon, Georgia, but 
spent many of his formative years in upstate New York near Syracuse . . . 
A. multisport athlete while in high school, but boxing was always his first 
love .. . Compiled an outstanding amateur boxing record of 58-2 with 37 
knockouts—16 of them coming in the first round ... Competed the 
majority of his boxing career as a light heavyweight, then eventually moved 
up to cruiserweight after bulking up to 201 pounds ... Once bested 
Donovan ‘‘Razor”’ Ruddock in an amateur bout; Ruddock is now consid- 
ered one of today’s top heavyweights ... A runner-up in a national 
Golden Gloves tournament, losing only to future World champion Jeff 
Lampkin ... Knee and back problems forced him out of the fight game 
.. « Was only 2] when he retired from boxing . . . Opted for a career as a 
wrestler after leaming of Boris Malenko’s wrestling school in Flonda.. . 
Bulked up a lot—probably too much—for carly matches; started out at 261 
pounds, but now is down to 234... Entered WCW in spnng 199)... 
Won his first bout against young wrestler Rick Ryder ... Actually lost 
most of his early matches before hooking up with manager Teddy Long 
... tt was Long that convinced Badd to change his image and don the 
> frills and glitter ... Claims to have attended 27 Little Richard concerts 
a. during his childhood and teen years. 






















a Johnny B. Badd (left) had an outstanding 
‘ay 582 record with 37 knockouts as an ama- 
teur boxer. 


Badd's career flour- 
tshed when he took on 
Teddy Long as manag- 
er (right), but the two 
have gone their sepa- 
rate ways. Badd 
punched Long after 
Claiming that he cost 
him the light heavy- 
weight title. 





[| 
tt 





Name: _\ BRR (3 : (sad aN 


Birthdate: v\ 
) Li 
B Height: \ 
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Nickname: : Sere ' Mars 
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| Most Embarrassing Moment: new lead 
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Ideal Night Off: Last ZWIW GS We \_wle Kicharcd Co . 





Favorite TV Show: Ws de Wecld ot Seocts 
“\ne Kaw 8 mack, Yay! Co \ 


Favorite Performer: 
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Most Cherished Possession: WA . S e\ cro Ma S$Se S 


} 
Personal Philosophy: INRA ac CEUs MS a ed oe 


SUPERSTARS 
ACTION GALLERY : 
z Top: Badd wraps his powerful arms around the chin of P.N, 


News, who Is now a friend and tag team partner. Above: A 
clothesline catches The Yellow Dog squarely on the throat. 





Above left: Johnny B. might be having a lot of fun, but Steve Austin certalnly Isn't. Above right: Badd 
has Thomas Rich set up perfectly for his spectacular sunset fllp. Below left: Johnny B. made Terrence 
Taylor's U.K. tour Sada. Below right: Johnny pounds on Van Hammer with his fists of fury. 
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“Here’s a word of warning for all WCW wrestlers: Don’t ever—ever—get 
hit with Johnny’s left jab. That thing just about spun my head right off my 
shoulders. Thank goodness I’ve been able to avoid his left hook, 
because | truly believe this man has the power to knock anybody about— 
and that includes El Gigante. I’m glad to see Johnny’s changed his ways. 
We can use men like him on our side.” 

—Brian Pillman 


‘‘Ingrate! Louse! Mealy-mouthed sissy! I’m the man who brought Johnny 
B. Badd into this sport. I’m the man who turned him from a washed-up 
boxer into a superstar wrestler. So what does he do? | made one little 
error, and he abandoned me! Johnny, you just made the mistake of your 
life. | think you better hit the bags, ‘cause I’m bringing ina new guy who 
can outfight you. | know damn well than anyone can outthink you, you 
pansy fairy boy.”’ 

—Teday Long 


“Yo, baby, | used to hate the guy/Now | wouldn’t lose him from my 
side/’Cause he knows how to wrestle, he knows how to fight/And now he 
knows what's wrong from right/He’s no longer listenin’ to bad Teddy 
Long/Today he’s singin’ an upbeat song/What a left hand! What a sunset 
flip!/When he leaps from the buckles, it’s quite a trip/He’s on his way to 
championship gold/And maybe he and | can beat The Young Pistolos. Yo, 
this guy is fresh, Jack!”’ 

—P,.N. News 


“Johnny had been wrestling for less than eight months when he 
challenged me for the U.S. title, and | really couldn’t believe how far he’s 
progressed. | think what confused a lot of people was that flamboyant 
image of his. You have to forget the glitter and the makeup to know what 
he’s really about. This man has strength and stamina, and has absolutely 
no right to have the technical acumen he does at this stage. No wonder 
he’s the Rookie of the Year.”’ 

—Sting 


“At first, | was just like everyone else. | was convinced that Badd could 
punch, but when Johnny entered WCW I was sure he couldn’t do 
anything more. And now look at the man! He's emerged as a solid 
contender for all four WCW singles championships, and the fans have 
really taken to him. Why not? His ring entrances alone are more 
entertaining than many matches I’ve seen. And the fans are smart. They 
can see what a true talent Johnny B. Badd really is.”’ 

— Tony Schiavone 






















RIC FLAIR: The seven-time former NWA/WCW 
World champion was raised in Minnesota, but born in 
Tennessee . . . Son of wealthy parents: father is a doctor 
and mother is a former theater executive ... Was a 
Minnesota state high school wrestling champion for two 
years ... Trained for the ring by AWA legend Verne 
Gagne and Billy Robinson .. . In July.1979, wrestled and 
beat the original ‘‘Nature Boy,’’ Buddy Rogers ... Beat 
David Von Erich in a tournament final to win the vacant 
Missouri title on July {5, 1983 .. . His NWA World title 
victory over Harley Race at Starrcade ’83 marked the first 
time that prestigious championship changed hands in a 
cage ,.. Met AWA World champion Rick Martel in a 
title vs. title bout in Tokyo on October 2, 1985; match 
ended in a double-countout ... One day later, Martel 
and Flair wrestled as a tag team ... One of his biggest 
fans is Chicago Bears’ running back Brad Muster, who 
wears a Ric Flair T-shirt under his jersey during every 







In 1983, Ric Flair won the vacant Missouri title, beating 
David Von Erich (above). 









a 





Fiair's entry in a cooking contest was called ‘‘Nature’s Stew’’ 
(above). In 1979, Flair defeated Buddy Rogers, the original ‘‘Na- 
ture Boy” (right). 

game ... Once entered a celebrity cooking competition 
with a concoction called ‘‘Nature’s Stew” .. . First NWA 
World title reign included defenses against Dick the Bruis- 
er and Gene Kiniski . .. Has put bounties out on Butch 
Reed and Wahoo McDaniel ... Was also an NWA 
World tag team champion; won it twice, once each with 
Greg Valentine and Blackjack Mulligan ... Appeared, 
along with other NWA stars, on the television comedy 
Learning The Ropes ... Career nearly ended when he 
suffered a serious back injury in a plane crash in October 
1975. 
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Aside from several movie roles, Hoyas also eae: on the NBC 
daytime drama Search For Tomorrow with Mr. Fuji and Don 


Muraco (above). 


HULK HOGAN: The four-time former WWF World 
champion was once managed by Johnny Vabant in the 
AWA ... Managed by “‘Mouth of the South’ Jimmy 
Hart when he wrestled in Memphis, where he feuded with 
local hero Jerry ‘‘The King” Lawler ... In Japan in 
1983, won the International Wrestling Grand Prix 
(IWGP) championship from Japanese legend Antonio 
Inoki ... During his first tour of the WWE, received a 
title shot against World champion Bob Backlund; that 
maich was held not in : 3 
world-famous Madison 
Square Garden, but in 
New Haven, Connecti- 
cut... In 1982, de- 
feaed AWA World 
champion Nick Bock- 
winkel in a no-dis- 
qualification bout, but 
the belt was returned 
to Bockwinkel when a 
dispute arose over the 
intent of the contract al rock bands, 

. Only professional wrestler ever to appear on the 
cover of Sports Illustrated ... Was trained for the ring 
by Hiro Matsuda ... Appeared with Don Muraco and 
Mr. Fuji on the NBC soap opera Search For Tomorrow 
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FEES 
Hogan hasn't lost many matches during his long and successful 
career, but he did tose this one to Tony Atlas at Madison Square 
Garden in 1981. 

. Onginal ring name was Terry Boulder . . . Feuded 
with Andre the Giant in 1980; he was booed, Andre was 
cheered . . . His theme song, Real American, actually was 
written for Barry Windham and Mike Rotundo, but soon 
afier the WWE Wrestling Album on which wt appeared 
was released, Windham and Rotundo left the WWI and 
the song became Hogan’s ... Hosted a cartoon show, 
Hulk Hogan’s Rock ’n’ Wrestling, Saturday mornings on 
CBS ... Was pinned by Tony Atlas ... Hulkamania 
once was known as Hulkmania. 
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ulk Hogan’ S first love was music. He 
ane bass for Ruckus,” one of his sever- 


RICK & SCOTT STEINER: The former WCW 
World and IWGP tag team champions became a team in 
1989, after Scott left the Continental Wrestling Associa- 
tion ... Rick was managed by Eddie Gilbert in the old 
UWF... In WCW, Rick teamed with Gilbert to win the 
U.S. taz team title from Kevin Sullivan and Steve Wil- 
liams in 1989... At Starrcade ’88, Rick won the WCW 
TV tide from Mike Rotundo, his former partner in Sulli- 
van’s Varsity Club ... Scott won the World Wrestling 
Association championship shortly after breaking into the 
sport in [986.... He won the WWA tag team tite with 
Dr. Jerry Graham in 1987, as well as the WWA singles 
title... In the CWA, Scott defeated Robert Fuller to win 
the $250,000 “Renegade Rampage’’ ... Scott was third 
runner-tip In voting for Pro Wrestling Illustrated Rookie 
of the Year in 1988 ... In February 1989, Scott teamed 


with Jed Grundy to win the CWA tag team title from 
Puller and Jimmy Golden ... In their first major match 
as a team, at The Great American Bash in Baltimore on 
July 23, 1989, the Steiners defeated Steve Williams and 
Kevin Sullivan ... Managed by Missy Hyatt for several 
months in 1989... Scott was voted 1989’s Most Im- 
proved Wrestler by PHY readers ... Successfully de- 
fended the WCW World tag belts against Ole and Am 
Anderson at Wrestle War ‘90 ... In November 1991, 
had to forfer the IWGP tag utle under unusual circum- 
stances: Scott failed to appear for a title defense, so the 
Steiners were stripped of the title. Later that night, Rick 
took Scott Norton as his partner; they wrestled Hiro Hase 
and The Great Muta for the belts and lost. 
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1% 
College wrestlers Rick Steiner and Mike Rotundo were part of 
Kavin Sullivan's Varsity Club (above right). In 1989, Missy Hyatt 
briefly managed Scott and Rick (below). Scott beat Robert Fuller 
to win the $250,000 “Renegade Rampage” In 1988 (bottom). 
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Roberts feuded with Ted DiSiase in the Mid-South area in 1985 
(rigm). He got his start as a stablemate of Kevin Suffivan (below 
right), but suffered his breakdown after leaving the group. 


JAKE ROBERTS: The most hated man in wrestling 
has said that as a child he used to practice signing his 
autograph because even then he admired himself so much 
. .. Played football, basketball, and track in high school 

. In late-1979 and early-1980, suffered two broken 
arms . . . Separated his shoulder when he lost the Louisi- 
ana title to Erme Ladd... As a last-minute substitute for 
Paul Orndorff, defeated The Masked Grappler to win the 


North American title ... Was a member of Kevin Sullt- 
van’s cult in Florida . , . Wrestled Ric Flair for the NWA 
World title on several occasions ... Suffered a nervous 


breakdown after leaving Sullivan’s stable . . . Managed by 
Paul Jones in the Mid-Atlantic area; his stablemates in- 
cluded Gene Anderson and Dory Funk Jr. ... Was a 
member of Paul Ellering’s original Legion of Doom, 
along with The Road Warriors and The Spoiler . . . Won 
the Georgia National TV title from Ronnie Garvin... — 
Left Georgia because he claimed there was a conspiracy 
against The Legion of Doom... Held the World Class 
six-man tag team championship with Chris Adams and 
Gino Hernandez ... Feuded with Ted DiBtase in the 
Mid-South area... In matches with Humongous, wore a 
hockey goalie’s mask like Humongous’ ... Defeated 
Dick Slater to win the North American title in February 
1986... Pinned George Wells at WrestleMania II... 
Hosted his own show, ‘‘The Snake Pit,’ on WWF telev- 
sion shows ... Feuded with The Honky Tonk Man . 
Was on the winning team at the first Survivor Series in 
1987. 


} i : ; 
When Rude (above) was the World Class champion, his valet was 
Raven and his manager was Percy Pringle, a.k.a. Paul Bearer. 


RICK RUDE: The WCW U.S. champion was a Verne 
Gagne fan when he was young ... Graduated from 
Anoka Ramsey Junior College with a degree in physical 
education .. . Was working as a bouncer in a nightclub 
when wrestling trainer Eddie Sharkey encouraged him to 
give the ring a try... An injury suffered at the hands of 
Don Kernodle and Set. Slaughter kept him out of action 
for four months ... His actual surname was Rood; 
manager Jimmy Hart changed it to Rude ... Was a 
member of Hart’s ‘First Family’ in the Mid-South along 
with Randy Savage and King Kong Bundy ... Had a 
valet named Angel as he feuded with Jerry Lawler .. . 
He and Bundy won the Mid-Southern tag team title. . . 
Managed by Percy Pringle, now Paul Bearer, both in 
Florida and in World Class ... In Pringle’s camp in 
Florida, his stablemates included The Missing Link and 
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Rude teamed with Manny Femar- 
dez (left) to win the NWA World tag 
team title in 1986. 





r i. ay 
Rude has always fancied himself as a ladias' man. When he 
competed In Mid-South early in his career, his valet was Angel. 
The Pretty Young Things—Koko B. Ware and Norvell 
Austin... Became the first-ever World Class champion 
when World Class seceded from the NWA and changed 
Rude’s American title to the World Class championship 
Known then as the ‘‘Smooth Operator’ 
Dumped Pringle after the manager’s interference cosi him 
the World Class belt... Had a gorgeous valet named 
Raven... Took Paul Jones as his manager .. . Teamed 
with Manny Fernandez to win the NWA World tag team 
title from The Rock ’n’ Roll Express in 1986... Dida 
striptease at the WWE Slamnys in 1987 ... He and 
Blackjack Mulligan broke Bruiser Brody’s arm. . . Chal- 
lenged Paul Orndorff and Steve Williams during a sur- 
prise appearance at a UWF card last January. 


After his pro foot- 
ball career ended, 
Lex Luger prepared 
for hls wrestling ca- 
reer by training with 
Hiro Matsuda 
(right). Luger was 
obviously an excel- 
lent student, as he 
was contending for 
Ric Flair's NWA 
World title in his 
rookie year, 





















LEX LUGER: The WCW World champion has bench- 
pressed 565 pounds and squatted 825 . . . Lived in Buffa- 
lo, New York, at one time .. . When he was 19, he was 
kicked off the football team at the University of Florida 
for bad behavior .. . Also played basketball and wrestled 
in college ... At 19, became the youngest player in the 
. history of the Canadian Football League, playing offen- 
sive tackle for the Montreal AJouettes . . . Signed with the 
Green Bay Packers ... In the United States Football 
League, played for the Memphis Showboats and Tampa 
Bay Bandits (where Ron Simmons was a tcammate)... 
Became inierested in the mat sport afier he met Bob 
Roop at a celebnty golf tournament ... Trained for the 
ring by Hiro Matsuda... Beat Wahoo McDaniel for the 
Souther tide 19 days after his pro debut... Briefly 
managed by Percy Pringle ... After losing that belt to 
Jesse Bart in January $986, went wild and tore apart the 
dressing room ... 
Even in his rookie | 
year, was a top con- 
tender to NWA World 
champion Ric Flair 
... After winning the 
first fall of a best-of- 
three falls encounter 
with Flair, was at- 
tacked by Sir Oliver 
Humperdink’s men 
during the intermission 
and sent to the hospi- 
tal ... Voted 1986 
Pro Wrestling Illustrat- 
ed Rookie of the Year 

. Beat Ron Bass to 
win the Bahamas ttle 
... Days before join- 
ing The Four Horse- 
men in 1987, lost the 
Southern title to Kevin 





Sullivan ... Was an 

associate of the Horse- =... 

men before he official- Luger left Wahoo McDaniel beaten and bloodied (top), winning the Southem title Just 19 days after his 

ly became a member pro debut. At one time, Luger and Rude were both members of Percy Pringle's stable (above). They 
could soon be joining forces again in The Dangerous Alliance. 

of the group. ‘a 
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By David Rosenbaum 


VERY LONG day was finally 
winding down at the Frank Er- 
win Center in Austin, Texas, and 
even the thousands of fans who 
chose to endure the four-hour WWF 
TV taping were squirming in their 
seas. 

Not a young boy in the first row. 
In a moment, he would get to see 
what he came to see and do what 
he came to do, The boy was about 
1] years old, but he was much 
wiser than his years. 

As Also Sprach Zarathustra 
blared over the arena sound system 
(and more than a few fans thought 
‘Death to classical music!"'), the 
man the boy came to see made his 
way to the ring. He had platinum 
hair and a colorful robe and a 


Our Message _ To Ric 


championship belt around his 
waist. He was, of course, Ric Flair. 

The boy hung over the railing. 
Flair approached. 

The boy stuck out his hand. Flair 
brushed right past it. 

The boy shouted out, ‘Hey, Ric! 
Can {| have your chair?"’ 

The boy smirked. The fans sitting 
in the general vicinity looked at 
him. More importantly, the boy had 
caught Flair’s attention. 

The ‘Nature Boy'’ stopped 
Short, turned quickly, and glared at 
the young boy. He gave him an 
angry glance, then made his way to 
the ring, where he would eventually 
lose to Hulk Hogan by countout. 
lronically, Flair was standing right 
in front of the young boy when the 
countout happened. 

“Hey, Ric! How about that 
chair?’’ the young boy shouted 
again aS Flair walked back to the 
locker room. This time, there was 
no reaction from Flair. Sometimes 
the truth hurts, even if it is told by 
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Ric Flair was one of 
the greatest NWA 
and WCW World 
champions of all-time, 
but he clearly isn’t 
showing it in the 
WWF. Flair has been 
a bust as he 
continually relies on 
outside interference 
and refuses to show 
the world what he 
can do! 















is this any way for the real World champion to wrestle? It seems that Alc Flair always needs some sort of 
assistance in his quest for the elusive WWF World title. Sometimes the help comes from Bobby Heenan, 
who holds Hulk Hogan's leg (left). Other times Flair has used the ropes for leverage, as he does against 
Intercontinental champion Bret Hart (below). And Flair is not above gaining an advantage by using 
forelgn objects, offen willingly delivered by “executive consultant” Curt Hennig (bottom). 


a pre-teenager. 

This was just another night in 
the life of an ex-NWA/WCW, would- 
be WWF World champion, another 
insult, another match that wasn't 
fought to a decisive finish. This was 
another wasted night in the life of 
Ric Flair and another sign that, yes, 
Ric, people fave noticed. 

As Flair cheats his way through 
the WWF, relying on Bobby Heenan 
and Curt Hennig to interfere, he is 
doing very little to support his 
claim of being the real world cham- 
pion. He is doing very little to add 
luster to those seven World titles he 
has on his resume. 

In fact, he’s cheating himself. 

Nobody who saw him in the past 
would be surprised if Flair, without 
anyone’s help, got into the ring 
against Hogan and beat him fair 
and square. We'd almost expect 
Flair to dumbfound Hogan with a 
series of perfectly executed scientif- 
ic moves, then finish him off with 
another pearl. 

We've seen it. We Know it can 
happen. We remember those fabu- 
lous matches against Rick Steam- 
boat. Unfortunately, we also re- 
member those times when Flair 
relied on the Four Horsemen to get 
him out of sticky situations. And 
now it's easy to recall those cays. 
We see them again almost every 
night. 

The time has come for Flair to 
prove to the WWF what we already 
know: that he is one of the greatest 
wrestlers that ever lived, a scientific 
master and a four-star general of 
ring technology. 

it is time for the real Ric Flair to 
step forward, instead of the messy 
rulebreaker we've been seeing in 
the WWF for the past six months. 
We thought Flair carne to the WWF 
to show everyone what he’s made 
of, Is this what he’s realty made of? 

It’s time for Flair to do it on his 
own or not do it at all. 

Otherwise, what's the point? His 
place tn history is already secure. 
The WWF World title can only add 
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Flair has not jooked Jike a champion, real or 
Imagined. He has had considerable difficulty 
with Roddy Piper (above), before dispatch- 
ing his nemesis with one of his favonte 
“maneuvers” (top right). Flair and his chair _ 
struck a familiar pose at the Hogan-Under- 
taker match at Tuesday In Texas (below). 
The "Nature Boy" also struck an unfamillar 
pose—on lop of Hogan (righ). 








luster to what already shines. 
What's the point if he’s going to 
rely on outside interference and 
blatant, insidious cheating to get 
the job done? 

There's no point at all. Believe it 
or not, there is a small core of 
WWE fans who have never seen any 
other federation. They have wres- 
tling tunnel vision, sure, and it’s a 
sad fact, but they never saw Flair 
wrestle in WCW. They only know 
what they have heard. Now they 
know what they are seeing. 

These people can't be im- 
pressed, Flair has done nothing im- 
pressive. He used the steel chair to 
help The Undertaker win the World 
title from Hogan at Survivor Series. 
He was responsible for WWF Presi- 
dent Jack Tunney being knocked 
out at Tuesday In Texas. 

Flair has yet to score a clean pin 
over Hogan. He was disqualified 
from one match for using brass 
knuckles. Even his matches against 
a very beatable Roddy Piper have 
been marred by interference. 

Flair doesn't need a manager, 
but he took on Heenan. He doesn’t 
need an ‘executive consultant,’’ 
but he took on ‘'Mr. Perfect.’ He 
doesn't need any help at all, but in 
his same old insecure fashion, he 
refuses to do it on his own. 

How sad it is when a tremen- 
dously talented man doesn't have 
faith in his own talents. And how 
sad it is when that man is Flatr, 
who could have stormed the WWF, 
won the World title, and proven to 
the world that he, not Hulk Hogan, 
was the true master of our time. 

Even the little kids at ringside 
are skeptical. There’s no fooling a 
fan. Many of these people don't 
know how great Flair has been on 
his own, They didn’t see the 
classics against Steamboat, Lex 
Luger, Sting, Dusty Rhodes, and 
Harley Race. 

They don’t know that a world 
champion looks just like Ric Flair. 
They don’t know, because he 
refuses fo show them. [| 
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Harley Race believes he has Lex 
Luger's best interests at heart 
(top), but Paul E. Dangerously 
has made no secret af his wishes 
to recruit the WCW World cham- 
pion for hls Dangerous Alliance 
(above). 


Harley Race was more than 
irate when he saw WCW 
World champion Lex Luger 
team with U.S. champ Rick 
Rude for a match in London. 
Now Paul E. Dangerously is 
on notice to keep away from 
Luger... or else! 








By Dave Rosenbaum 


ITH A ROAR, the jumbo jet took off from Atlanta Inter- 
national Airport, and Harley Race wasn’t exactly com- 
fortable with the feeling he had inside. Race had been on 
hundreds of these flights during his illustrious career—Desti- 
nation: World championship—but the one he wasn’t on didn’t 
sit right. 

The Boeing 747, packed with WCW wrestlers, was bound 
for New York’s Kennedy Airport, where it would connect with 
a British Airways Concorde for a non-stop ftight to London’s 
Heathrow Airport. 

Lex Luger, Rick Rude, and Paul E. Dangerously were on 
that plane. 

Race wasn’t. 

Over the following days, Race’s worst suspicions would be 
confirmed. As he wandered around the WCW offices on 
Wednesday afternoon, December 11, a fax came over from 
London with the results of that night’s matches. Race was 
interested in only one match: Luger and Rude fost by disquali- 
fication to Sting and Rick Steiner. 
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Race burned. Each day for a 
week, he waited patiently near the 
fax machine waiting for the re- 
Sults. He was somewhat relieved 
to see that Rude and Luger never 
again teamed. But Race was al- 
ready seething. And when the 
wrestlers returned from the United 
Kingdom, Race was at the airport 
to great Dangerously. 

“Stay the hell away from Lex!” 
Race screamed as he grabbed 
Dangerously, who had just 
stepped off of the plane. ‘‘l've told 
you to mind your own business! 
Stay away from my wresiler!”’ 

The stunned fear on 
Oangerously's face was comical. 
Race had turned beet red. Lines 
of tension formed on his forehead, 
At that very moment, it looked like 
Race would send Dangerously on 
a non-stop flight through the air- 
port window and to the tarmac 
below. 

But before security got in- 
volved, a few wrestlers ran over 
and defused the situation. Dan- 
gerously was safe, for now, but 
Race was only getting angrier. 

“| don't want him getting his 
dirty paws on Luger,’’ Race said. 
“Lex is very gullible, he likes to 
believe people, and Dangerously 
over there IS promising him the 
world. | don’t even want to think 
about what happened over in En- 
gland. | knew | should've made 
that trip.” 

Race’s anger with Dangerously 
began in mid-November, when 
Luger joined in Dangerously’s plot 
to steal the U.S. title from Sting 
and deliver it to Rude. While 
Madcusa Miceli distracted Sting, 
Luger attacked Sting’s knee from 
behind, causing the damage that 
would win Rude the belt. 

Race didn’t know about it be- 
fore it happened and he wasn't 
happy when he found out. Still, 
he thought, Luger is just doing 
something for a friend. Danger- 
ously had nothing to do with this. 

Then there was the flight to At- 
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Erroneous early reports stated that Harley Race was fully aware that Luger was going to 
attack Sting at the Clash of the Champions in Savannah, Georgla (above and below). In 
truth, Paul E. chose to go directly to Luger with his plan. 


Freeing Sting from his U.S. title obligations was a key tactical error, according to Race, who 
wants to prevent a scene tike that above. 


Luger loves danger. He loves 
schemes. And he would've done 
anything to help his ex-friend 
Sting lose the title. 

“In this business, you have to 
work together,” Luger said. “‘l’ve 
learned that | can't get by on my 
own. Yeah, | appreciate all that 
Harley's done for me, but on that 
trip to England, Harley wasn't 
there and Paul E. was. As for that 
Sting thing, well, | enjoyed that. 
You know, fife can't be all work 
and no play!” 

It can be for a WCW World 
champion, especially if he wants 





Not only has Race given Luger the invaluable advice of a seven-time World champion, but 
he has become physically involved with challengers like Rick Steiner (above). Luger praised 


Race for the battle plan he devised to overcome Ron Simmons at Halloween Havoc (below). 





lanta—when Race knew some- 
thing was going on—and that 
ugly fax. Finally, there was the re- 
action on Dangerously’s face, the 
reaction that told Race that he 
was nght on the mark. Danger- 
ously was mingling in his 
business. 

“Lex could’ve won that World 
title without me and I’m convinced 
he would have, but |! helped make 
him a more dangerous wresiler,”’ 
Race said. “He already knew all 
of the new methods. | taught him 
ine old ones. | took that kid io 
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ee 


| 
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scnoolt and 


now Dangerously 
wants to mess him up. 

“There’s nothing that Danger- 
ously can teach him, and that's 
what Lex needs. Knowledge. Dan- 
gerously wants to use Lex. | want 


to help him. Look at what 
Dangerously's done already. The 
World champion shouldn't be in- 
volved in ridiculous stunts to win 
the U.S. title. Lex shouldn't even 
care." 

Dangerously, however, gam- 
bled on Luger's love of excite 
ment. He rolled the dicé and won. 


his reign to last. Luger has al- 
ready been challenged by Ron 
Simmons, Rick Steiner, and Sting. 
He is holding on to his World title 
by a thread. 

Race also knew that by helping 
Rude, Luger was hurting himself. 
Sting was preoccupied with the 
U.S. title. He Knew he could not 
pursue the World title without 
jeopardizing his position as U.S. 
champion. Now that he is no 
longer U.S. champion, Sting has 
bigger things on his mind. 

“Dangerously's already hurt 
Lex,’ Race said. “Il could’ve told 
him that, but Lex kept it from me. 
This is wrestling, it's every man 
for himself, and Lex doesn’t need 
to get involved with that damn 
Dangerous Alliance. He still has a 
lot to learn.”’ 

Tnese days, Dangerously is 
keeping a bit of distance from 
Luger without entirely shutting 
himself off. Still, his opinions are 
Clear. 

“I! can do a lot for Luger,’ Dan- 
gerously said. ‘| have the connec- 
tions Race can only dream of. 
Yeah, Race got Luger to this 
point, but { can take him farther. 
It's like that flight to England. 
Race is the 747, I’m the 
Concorde.”’ 

Race is the angry battering 
ram. Dangerously is his target. 
The warning is clear: Keep away 

_ or else! CI 
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St. Petersburg, Flonda, is the setting for 
WCW's first annual SUPERBRAWL! Two in- 
ternational superpowers claim the World 
heavyweight tile. Who will emerge victonous 
as undisputed champion when Ric Flair 
takes on Japan's Tatsumi Fujinami? Plus, 
Sting and Lex Luger challenge Rick and 
Scoit Steiner for tha World tag team ttle. 
Former teammates settle {he score when 
Ron Simmons and Butch Reed battle in 
Thunder Dome! And witness the Battle of 
Giants as Sid Vicious and El Gigante go 
head to head in a stretcher match! It's wres- 
lling’s newest tradition, SUPERBRAWL! 


Box 1672 
Greenwich, CT 06836 
Call Toll Free’ 1S Fey, 
1-800-729-0360 ay 


Please send me 
SUPERBRAWL ‘91 

“Return From The Rising Sun" 
| Please indicate method of payment: 


_ copies of 


| | | Check or money order 
(enclosed and payable to T.V. Sparts Video) 


| |i visa 


| | | MasterCard 
Linnaeus 


[ Expiration Date; 
MO/YR 


Name 
Address 
City l 
| Stale ____ Zip 


Video S$ _ = 
] Plus $3 Postage & Handling For Each Tape $ 
1 Total $. 
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“Hacksaw"" Jim Duggan should be commended for joining forces with Sgt. Slaughter 






(above) when the rest of the sport was labeling him a traitor to his country and an outcast, 


according to reader Theo Edwards. 


saw Duggan: Waaaaaake Up!’. 
Some people still think Duggan 
made a mistake, but it’s obvious that 
Slaughter is now a reformed man, 

In fact, Duggan and Slaughter 


| make such a great tag team that it’s 


impossible not to consider them top 
contenders to the WWF World tag 
leam title. These are two rough guys 
who'll back down from nobody. 
Stop harping and get on the band- 
wagon. Slaughter’s an American. in- 
spiration again—and the WWF is a 
better place because of it! 
THEO EDWARDS 
Boston 


KNOWS HIS PLACE 

It's a good thing Jim Neidhart has 
linally seen the light and quit wres- 
tling solo, as you hinted he should 
do in the February 1991 issue 
(“Struggling With IRS: Jim Neidhart 
Finds Solo Competition Too Tax- 
ing!”’). After his disastrous efforts 
against Invin R. Schyster and Ric 
Flair, Neidhart had the good sense 
(o return where he belongs—to the 
lag team ranks. 

And what a tag team he’s formed! 
His new duo with Owen Hart, The 





form The New Foundalion, reader Lloyd 
Kamen says. 


New Foundation, will surely be 
WWF World tag team champions be- 
fore the end of 1992. With Neidhart’s 
strength and Hart’s amazing aerial 
ability, this duo looks unbeatable. 
They've already beaten The Nasty 
Boys. 
And given the chance, | think they 
could beat The Legion of Doom, too. 
LLOYD KAMEN 
Salt Lake City, UT 
(Continued on page 56) 





THIS MONTH IN... 





RICK RUDE’S shocking declaration: Teammates at noon, champions at nine: 

“It's open season on STING’S knee!” DUSTIN RHODES and RICK 
a 2 , | STEAMBOAT shock THE 

ENFORCERS—and themselves! 
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After THE SURVIVOR SERIES and 
TUESDAY IN TEXAS, has the WWF | - 
title suffered irreparable damage? UPDATE! Who's winning the HULK 


HOGAN-RIC FLAIR wars? 
PLUS... 
THE MOUNTIE’S megavolt charge to PLUS... 
BRET HART’S Intercontinental title... After the absurd events in 91, can THE 
Light heavyweight champion or SURVIVOR SERIES survive in ‘92? ... 
heavyweight contender? BRIAN THE STEYNERS’ dilemma: “Singles or 
PILLMAN can't have it both ways... tag teams? It’s up to the fans!”... 
Special tibute to GENE ANDERSON and RICHARD MORTON and TERRENCE 
DICK THE BRUISER: They made TAYLOR square off “One On One”... 
toughness respectable..."O& A” Exclusive “Hotseat” interview with 
interview with JEFF JARRETT .. . JOHNNY B. BADD: ‘“‘There’s more to 
“Spotlight” on RODDY PIPER me than style and a smile!” 
All this—and much more... All this—and much more... 
in the March 1992 issue of in the March 1992 issue of 
The Wrestler 


Inside Wrestling 
NOW ON SALE! NOW ON SALE! 


MACHO MAN? 

I’m starting to wonder just how 
macho Randy “Macho Man” Savage 
actually is. 

First, he was beaten by The Ulti- 
mate Warrior in a “loser-must-retire” 
match, and instead of-accepting the 
defeat like a man, he whined and 
pleaded for another chance to return 
fo the ring. 

Next, he didn’t exactly prove his 
toughness when Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts tumed him into an appetizer 
for his 14-foot cobra, although | will 
give Savage some credit for accept- 
ing the challenge to enter the ring. 

Then, after pinning Roberts in a 
match, he was thoroughly demol- 
ished by the rulebreaker, who 
knocked him cold with a series of 
DDTs. Things got so bad that Eliza- 
beth had to come to his rescue. 


MOVING? | | 


| 
| Kindly give us 8 weeks 
| advance notice 


| Are you moving? If so, please give us al 

| weeks advance notice so we can continue to 
service your subscription promptly. Check the | 
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— 
Is Randy Savage as macho as he claims to 
be? Based on his match with Jake Roberts 


and his ring attire, reader Luke Stevens 
Says no. 


permeniiceem | 
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Come on! 

Combine Savage's recent ring em- 
barrassments with those ridiculous 
cross-gender outfits that he wears, 
and I’m sure there are others be 
sides myself who are questioning 
the machismo of the "Macho Man.” 

LUKE STEVENS 
Pocatello, ID 


CAREER SWITCH 

In your February 1992 issue, Billy 
Travis says in “Superstar 
Quotebook” that he might take a 
break from wrestling and go on a 
musical tour, claiming that “good 
friend” Paula Abdul loves the sound 
of his voice and wants to sing back- 
up on his next album. 

I've got a better idea: Why don’t 
Travis and Abdul switch professions? 
That egotistical moron Travis is in 


love with the sound of his own 
voice, which makes him perfect for 
the music industry. And most of 
Paula’s commercial success came 
from what she does best—which is 
look good. With the disappearance 
of Lady Blossom, the sport could use 
another attractive valet. 

HOWARD DOSS 

Chattanooga, TN 


FLAWED DIAMOND 

While the “Diamond Death Drop” 
is the name of Diamond Studd’s ex- 
clusive finishing move, couldn’t the 
phrase also be used to describe his 
Career path? 

The Studd is a dud. The bum has 
never beaten anyone of conse 
quence and is too wrapped up in his 
appearance to ever seriously con- 
tend for a title. This is a sport where 
you have to be willing to get your 
hands dirty, but The Diamond Dud 
is more concerned with looking 
good. 





om. ‘2 

The Diamond Studd doesn’! impress reader 
David Lewts, who ranks him just a shade 
higher than El Gigante. 


Dud says he’s not going to be sat- 
isfied until he wins the WCW World 
title? { guess he intends on having 
an unsatisfying career. Pound for 
pound, inch for inch, he may be the 
worst wrestler in WCW outside of El 
Gigante. 

DAVID LEWIS 
Ocala, FL_] 



























With your $14.95 membership, 
YOU WILL RECEIVE OVER $70 
IN VALUABLE WRESTLING 
MERCHANDISE AND 
DISCOUNTS. 


Here’s what you get: 

® Color Special #1 Featuring a giant 
22° x 32”" full-color foldout of The Legion of Doom 
® Color Special #8 Featuring a giant 
22''X 32" full-color foldout of Hulk Hogan vs. 
Paul Orndorif 


® A copy of Pro Wrestling 
fflustrated Weekly 


© Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Bumper Sticker 


® Official Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated Hat 
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BOX 48 ONLY $14.95 (A $70 VALUE) 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 | 
YES, | arn a super fan and would like to join ihe Pro Wrestling Ifustrated Fan Club. | have | 
enclosed $14.95 for a oné-year membership (shipping and handling charges included). 
Please send my membership package to: 
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, | 
PLUS . 
With your membership you 
will receive a discount on | 
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wrestling videos, a 33% dis- 
count on back issue orders AODRESS 
of P 
ro Wrestling Illustrated, cry STATE ZIP 
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In the March 1990 and March 199] 
editions, Sports Review Wrestling fea- 
tured a bonus FULI-COLOR “Year In 
Pictures” section! All the feuds, ttle 
changes, controversies, and dramas of 
each year are captured in dozens of 
magnificent peak-acton photos as only 
the staif of Sports Review Wrestling 
can bing them to you! Copies of 
these collectors’ issues are only $5 
each. Supplies are limited, so order 
today! 


I Make check or money order payable | 
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(Continued from page 6) 


and stronger than anybody, and 
we'll prove it in the ring.” 

Page may have a point. The 
Diamond Exchange would enjoy a 
decided weight advantage over 
any of the three teams he men- 
tioned. But as is usually the case 
in this profession, talk is cheap. 

“So Page beat Johnny Rich— 
should | be impressed?” asked a 
sarcastic Dustin Rhodes. “I guess 
we should all be trembling in our 
boots when he demands a title 
shot. Me and Rick will squeeze 
the Diamonds into coal.” 

It shouldn't be long before we 
find out if these Diarnonds have 
any flaws. 

When The Dark Patriot made 
his Global Wrestling Federation 
debut, more than a few fans at 
the Sportatorium in Dallas thought 
they were experiencing a strange 


| case Of deja vu. 


By all appearances, The Dark 
Patriot is the alter ego of The Pa- 
triot, the GWF’s North American 
champion. The Dark Patriot made 
his entrance to The Patriot's 
theme music, and he finished off 
his overmatched opponent, Ben 
Jordan, with a “Scud missile,” a 
move that bears remarkable re- 
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d send to: 3 
3 TV SPORTS Only $5 Each semblance to the champion’s 
| BOX 48 | “Patriot missile.”’ 


il ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me the issue(s) of Sports | 
Review Wrestling | have checked be- | 
| (ow. | enclose $5 for each one | am | 
ordering. 
CL] March 1990 (1989 in review) 
[| March 1991 (1990 in review) 


The Dark Patriot was _intro- 
duced as hailing from “the dark 
side of America,’ SO no one quite 
knows where he comes from. But 
in a recent interview, he made it 
very clear where he is going. 
“lim going to destroy the myth 
of The Patriot,” The Dark Patriot 











| 
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7 ome said. “Everyone has deep dark «mr. Wonderful” Paul Omdor# pinned Stan 
| Address Lane to become champlon of i newly 
| afraid to expose, and his dark foTmed Amertan: Wrestling Federation. 

| City side is fear. He excites the fans expose him for the coward that he 
| ) with his country pride so he will — is.”’ 

Ei never have to face his fears Some fans and members of the 


alone. He cloaks it beneath the 
colors of the flag. I’m going to 


| 
| secrets—a dark side—that they're 
| 
| 
| 


media were dismayed by the bla- 
tant plagiarism and lack of ongi- 


| All other countries $7. Intematonal money order onty. 


nality exhibited by The Dark Patri- 
ot, which should add more fuel to 
the feud. He has already taken 


the champion’s theme music and | 
finishing move. There is no doubt | 


about what he intends to take 


next. However, The Patriot isn't 


about to back down. 

“He can come at me with all 
the ‘Scuds’ he has,” the champi- 
on sneered. ‘As we all know, that 
missile usually doesn’t hit what 
i's aimed at anyway. A loss to 
The Dark Patriot would be a loss 
for America—and I'm not about to 
let that happen!” 

The fledgling American Wres- 
(ling Federation held a_ tourna- 
ment to determine its champion, 
and on December 16 in Lowell, 
Massachusetts, Paul Orndorff de- 
feated Stan Lane in the final to 
win the title. 

The title marked a long road 
back for “Mr. Wonderful,’ who 
has been a main-eventer in the 
NWA ‘and WWF during his 13- 
year career. 

“| don’t care what federation 
you're in,” the new champion 
said. “You defeat a wrestler with 
the ability of Stan Lane, straight- 
up with no rulebreaking or outside 
interference, it proves you can 
wrestle competitively. There's not 
much difference between the top 
guys from any federation, be it 
AWF or WWF.” 

The AWF figures to get a lot 
more attention with Orndorff as 
the titleholder. He is one of the 
more popular wrestlers and an 
enormous drawing card, some- 
thing every up-and-coming federa- 
tion needs. And he could be giv- 
ing the AWF more visibility very 
soon, 

“lve heard guys like Manny 
Fernandez and Botswana Beast 
want a shot at my title,’’ Orndorff 
said. “Let's get it on! By facing 
quality contenders, | can only get 
better, and the AWF stands to 
benefit, too.”’ CL 
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A TRIPLE-DOSE 


OF HOT ACTION: 





in addition to all the regular stories, Interviews, and special features, these in- 


credible Issues of The Wrestler, Inside Wrestling, and Sports 


Review Wrestling 


offered readers exclusive bonus sections. These magazines were newsstand 


sellouts, and are available only through this special offer 
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FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! 
Be sure to order yours today! 


The spectacular August 1989 edition of The Wres- 
tler provided very special FULL-COLOR coverage 
of one of the most historic days In wrestilng histo- 
ry: SuperCard Sunday. On that day, WrestleMania 
V and Clash of the Champions VI took place, and 
this once-in-e-litetime magazine provides all the 
action and analysis of a once-in-a-lifetime day! 


< SPECIAL 
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The March 1990 edi- 


tion of Inside Wrestling 


Is a collector’s dream: 
A magnificent eight- 
page FULL-COLOR 


© AN section highlights all 


: . the big events of the 


mae ~~ "80s! Plus, you get a 
<.. dynamic and fast- 
|r paced year-by-year re- 


Bs view of the decade. It’s 


a magazine you'll cher- 


_ © ish forever, truly a one- 





< SPECIAL ISSUE #3 


events. 


Make check or money order 
nayable and send to: 

I TV SPORTS 

| BOX 48 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me the magazines | have checked betow. 
| | enclose $5 for each one | am ordaring. 


[{ August 1989 
The Wrestler 
(SuperCard Sunday) 


| () March 1990 


| (1980s In review) 


| Name 


| Address 


| 


[ State Zip 


= of-a-kind piece of wres- 


tling history! 


The December 1989 issue of Sports Review Wres- 
ting called tt ““Wrestiing’s Hottest Summer 
Everl'’’—and Indeed It was! In that Issue, readers 
saw four pages of glorious FULL-COLOR cover- 
age of the NWA's Great American Bash and the 
WWF’s SummerSlam 89. A very special editorial 
section offered exclusive In-depth analysis of both 
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INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 25) 


ability. Because of how far I’ve WS: It’s just that you and Steve were 


progressed as a musician, I just 
know I’! be number one with a 
bullet in Billboard magazine by 
(he end of *92—ihe same way the 
Pistols are dominating the tag 
(eam ratings today. 

TS: 1 don’t understand what you’re 
so hot under the collar about, 
Bob. You've followed this sport 
for years. Look ai the supposed 
‘fan favorite’ teams of the past 
few years. The Legion of Doom? 
Rulebreakers, really. You call 
those guys scientific wrestlers? 
Demolition? Couple of rea) nasty 
cats. The Steiners? Hey, even 
they use dirty tactics. So why pick 
on us? 


ae 


the last of a dying breed. Wheth- 
er it was a win or a loss, The 
Young Pistols had to be the most 
wholly scienufic team in this en- 
tire sport. Seeing you men as 
rulebreakers ts like seeing Memo- 
rial Stadium in Baltimore close 
down—we might never see thie 
likes of it again. The same way, 
we may never see such an oul- 
standing and clean team again, 
cither. 

Times change, people change. Get 
out of your nostalgia and get into 
reality, Bob. There isn’t anyone 
out there who is totally scientific 
anymore. The guys (hat stick with 
that stuff are just wasting their 





Armstrong and Smothers have plenty in common outside of the nng as well. They say they 
are ready to step up and contend for the WCW World tag title. 


WS: 


SA: 


WS: 


SA: 


WS: 


time. Some tools are so worried 
about what the fans think of 
(hem that they hesitate during 
their matches. That gives their 
rwebreaking opponents the open- 
ing they aeed to clean their 
clocks. We used (to be the same 
way. You think Arm Anderson 
would’ve separated my shoulder 
if I had hauled off and kicked 
him in the chops? No way. The 
next Ume J meet fim in the 
ringe—and { hope that time comes 
soon—l’ll give him a double-dose 
of all the pain J suffered, We're 
nobody’s doormats anymore. 
Now that you have the U.S. tag 
team (ile, what are your future 
goals? Do you have any desire to 
move a step up and contend for 
the World tag team title? 

Are you kidding? With a couple 
of hicks like [Rick] Steamboat 
and [Dustin} Rhodes holding 
those straps? {| think we could 
beat the two of them within five 
munutes. 

Oh, please! These men have 
proven themselves time and time 
again against The Dangerous 
Alliance! 

Yeah, but that’s against a couple 
of old-timers like Bobby Eaton 
and Anderson. We’re the new era 
in WCW, and Steamboat and 
Rhodes have never encountered 
the likes of us. And _ that 
Rhodes—what a redneck! Qne 
thing ! can’t stand, it’s a redneck! 
Funny you should call Rhodes 
that. That’s exactly what the fans 
have been chanung af you two 
lately. 

I don’t know why the fans should 
pick on us just because we come 
from Wyoming. 

Wyoming ? 

Never mind. You just send a 
message to all the other teams out 
here: C’mon and get us. We’re 
ready for everybody. 

Damn right. We'll out-speed ’em, 
outfipht ’em, and outihink ’em. 
We're not doormats anymore— 
we're dominant. CT} 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 20) 








X A 


Justice twists Hawk's head as Sid and Hogan defeat the LOD for the WWF World tag team 
tile (above). Sld underwent a grueling training regimen (below) in preparation for the 
rematch and his subsequent showdown with the ‘‘Hulkster.”’ 
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main man, my posedown partner, 
the one, and only ... Sid 
Justice!” 

Justice joins Okerlund and Ho- 
gan on the interview. His face is a 
mask of devout seriousness. See- 
ing himself on TV causes Justice 
to laugh so hard that wine 
spritzes out of his nose, causing 
him to laugh even harder. The in- 
terview continues. 

Okerland: “Sid Justice. Man, 
you are some kind of big.” 

Justice: “l know.” 

Hogan: “And some kind of 
strong.’ 

Justice: “] know.” 

Hogan clasps a hand around 
Justice’s neck. 

Hagan: “Gene, this is the man. 
We've been training together for 
three months. He knows the se- 
crets behind Hulkamania. And for 
those fans who suspect Hulkama- 
nia is slowing down, | want to an- 
nounce night here and nght now 
that Sid and | are now competing 
as a tag team. | want The Legion 
of Doom. | want another title belt. 
And Sid is going to help me get 
it.” 

Justice: “Il know.” 

This was more than either Jus- 
tice or Henchen can stand. They 
both rolled hysterically on to the 
floor. 


THE TIME WAS RIPE 

Hogan and Sid Justice defeat- 
ed the LOD for the WWF tag 
team title in a_ best-of-three-falls 
match considered the most brutal 
in wrestling history. A rematch 
was ordered for the following 
month and both teams trained 
hard for it. Hawk and Anima! 
promised io retire if they did not 
win. Hogan, privately astounded 
by Justice’s incredible talents, 
confidently guaranteed a victory. 
Justice and Dr. Henchen worked 
out a separate agenda entirely, 


one that would secure Justice's 
place in wrestling legend forever. 


FOR SOMETHING REALLY 
DIFFERENT 

You should not misunderstand. 
Sid Justice did not let his natural 
born talents speak for themselves. 
After he and Hogan finished their 
four-hour workouts, Justice retired 
to his private gym for an addition- 
al three hours of training. He was 
ihe best-conditioned athlete in 
professional sports, with a tireless 
work ethic that matched his God- 
given abilities. 

Hawk and Animal, no slouches 
when it came to training, ap- 
peared at ringside without their fa- 
miliar spiked uniforms. Their loss 
had been the lowpoint of their il- 
lustrious career and they intended 
to avenge it as quickly as 
possible. 

Hogan and Justice were greet- 
ed by a standing ovation from the 
sold-out throng of 102,000 people 
filling the L.A. Coliseum. Forty-mil- 
lion more fans watched on pay- 
per-view television. It was another 
Vince McMahon extravaganza, 
and in his private booth, the 
megapromoter patted himself on 
the back. 

Justice was in his own world. 
He heard neither the crowd nor 


Hogan barking his. silly encour-. 


agements nor The Legion of 
Doom shouting their threats. He 
did hear the voice of Dr. 
Henchen, saying, ‘In everyone’s 
life there wil be one moment 
when they can separate them- 
selves from the rest of the world. 
Most people never recognize it. 
some do and fail in the attempt. 
Only a handful can make that mo- 
ment theirs.” 


WELCOME TO SID’S WORLD 
The bell rang. Justice turned 
his back to Hawk, who took the 
opportunity to sink a haymaker 
into Sid’s spine. Instead, Justice 
(Continued on page 64) 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 62) 





Hulkamanla ran wild in the L.A. Coliseum on the day of the big maich, and there v were an equal aeual 
of fans for Justice. Little did those fans realize that their loyalties would wind up being solit. 


spun around quickly, grabbed 
Hawk’s wrist and yanked it hard, 
pulling the shoulder from its socket. 
He grabbed Hawk's head and 
rammed it into the far turnbuckle, 
then leaped over the post and 
kneed Animal in the face. Placing 
Animal's left leg at a 45deqgree 
angle, Justice climbed atop the 
ring apron and crashed into the 
limb with every ounce of his 318 
pounds. The leg exploded in six 
different places. Animal, whose 
threshold of pain was extraordi- 
nary, passed out. Hawk coura- 
geously attacked Justice with his 
remaining good hand, but Justice 
quickly put Hawk out of his mis- 
ery with a thunderous blow to the 
head. He placed Hawk atop his 
fallen partner and climbed into 
their corner of the ring. Referee 
Joey Marella stopped the carnage 
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after 75 seconds. 
Sid Justice stared direcily at 
Hulk Hogan and pointed. 


IT’S NOT A PRETTY PLACE 

It is amazing what can go 
through a man’s mind in five sec- 
onds. Hulk Hogan immediately 
surmised the situation, just as the 
deposed King of France and other 
heads of state knew when their 
reigns came to abrupt and violent 
ands. He realized he would lose 
the advantage of the crowd, as 
many fans would root for Jus- 
tice—a fact Justice knew since 
Hogan taught him the finer points 
of crowd manipulation and how to 
use it effectively against an 
opponent. 

Hogan knew that his usual tac- 
tics would be useless against the 
man he had trained with for the 


past six months. 

And, finally, Hogan knew what 
he might have known but never 
before admitted: Justice was a 
much better and _— stronger 
wrestler. 

Still, Hulk Hogan didn’t become 
Hulk Hogan by backing down 
from a challange. He approached 
center ring, determined that if he 
went down, he was going to take 
a piece of Justice with him. Refer- 
ee Marella, knowing what was 
about to transpire, remained in 
the ring, determined to officiate 
the confrontation as if it were a 
scheduled wrestling match. 


THE MADDENING CROWD 
Imagine, as a wrestling fan, be- 
ing in this crowd, expecting the 
ultimate tag team battie and now 
(Continued on page 66) 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 64) 


Hogan is hurt badly, but he is beginning to get that look in the eye that only a man with his will and 


determination can get. He would muster all his strength to stage a miraculous comeback against his 


younger and stronger foe. 


getting this! Hogan vs. Justice. 
What do you do? For whom do 
you cheer? AHHHHHII! 


WALKING THE WALK 

Justice remained entranced. He 
was a destruction machine, a bull- 
dozer of flesh, a human wrecking 
ball. For the first time in his ca- 
reer, Hogan appeared small, out- 
sized, outclassed. The difference 
was. Startling and was quickly 
made evident as Justice picked 
Hogan up over his head and 
hurled him into the fourth row of 
spectators. 

Dr. Henchen, watching the 
match in his home and now cer- 
tain of its outcome, turned the set 
off and went to the free clinic 
where he volunteered three nights 
a week. Despite all of his medical 
skills and insights into the human 
condition and profound philoso- 
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phies and unstoppable 22-foot 
jump shots, what the doctor failed 
to understand was there were 
forces in this world as remarkable 
as natural ability. There was faith. 
There was belief in the power of 
oneself. And though Sid Justice 
possessed both traits, he had only 
the usual amount allotted to nor- 
mal human beings. Hulk Hogan, 
without the skill and natural ability 
of Sid Justice, nevertheless 
owned an unshakeable belief in 
himself equal to that of 1,000 
men. While many wrestlers may 
have stayed in the fourth row or 
scumied back to the dressing room, 
Hogan regained his feet and 
charged at the opponent he knew 
to be unbeatable. 

And a remarkable thing hap- 
pened: Justice met Hogan's 
charge and was knocked through 
the ropes. When he regained his 


feet, which he did quickly, blood 
poured from a cut on his fore 
head. “He bleeds!” the crowd 
cried and began to cheer for Ho- 
gan, understanding, as crowds 
uncannily do, who needed the 
support more. Hogan couldn’ de- 
feat a myth, but he certainly could 
hold his own against a man who 
bleeds. Three clotheslines and a 
legcrop knocked Justice into a 
semiconscious State. 

Hogan flung himself off the 
ropes and banged heads with his 
opponent, a collision that sent 
both men sprawling to either side 
of the ring. Justice arose first and 
pounced on Hogan's prone doay, 
showering it with kicks and 
punches. Hogan ducked a Justice 
haymaker and answered with a 
fist of his own. Now it was Justice 
who was on the defensive. He 
backed up against the ropes, 
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Once again, the 'Hulkster’s” arm in raised 
in victory. [t's a shame Dr. Henchen didn't 
catch the end of the match. 

measuring Hogan for the one. 
great shot that would end _ this 
match, when Hogan turned his 
back and walked away. Justice 
flung himself after Hogan, who 
quickly tumed and met a wide 
open Justice with a double-bar- 
reled fist to the bridge of his nose. 
Justice fell to the canvas, where 
Hogan covered him for the pin. 
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AFTERMATH C1 FALLISS 

In the end it was the myth of 
Hulkamania that prevailed over 
Henchenmania, a good thing be- 
cause the latter would never fit on 
T-shirts. Or. Henchen continued 
practicing medicine, though he }; 
did try out for the New York | 
Knicks rookie camp, from which 
he was cut. 

Hulk Hogan accepted a repen- 
tant Sid Justice back into the fold, 
and the two defended the WWF 
tag team championship until Ho- 
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TOP 10 


LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 
(1) WCW World champlon 


HULK HOGAN 
292. Venice Beach, CA 
(2) No. 1 comtender: WWF title 


BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
(4) Intercontinental! champion 


RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
{-) WCW U.S. champion 


RICK STEINER 
248, Detron, Mi 
(-) No. 2 conternter: WCW title 


TRE PATRIOT 
260. Washington, DC 
(6) Global N.A. champion 


STING 
260, Gere Geach, CA 
(3) Mo, 1 comtender: WCW U.S. title 


RIC FLAIR 


243, Fra caries. MN 
(S) No. 3 contender: WWF title 


OK ANALA 
(-) ST USWA ceamaion 


1 CRUSH 
310. Honolulu, Hi 
(-) Pactfic Northwest champion 
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TAG TEAMS 


THE LEGION OF DOOM 


Combined weight: 587 pounds 
(1) WWE World tag team champions 


DUSTIN RHODES & RICK STEAMBOAT 


ect ae wei ‘rc 492 ran 
(-) W team champfors 


THE NATURAL DISASTERS 
entree: weight: BEY pounds 
{4) No. 1 comtenders: WWF tag team title 


ARN ANDERSON & BOBBY EATON 


me abe weight: 482 ef ots 
{-) No. 1 comtendera: WCW tag tcam tle 


THE BEVERLY BROTHERS 
es weight: 518 eee 
(-) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team Utle 


ROD PRICE & JOHN TATUM 
Combined weight: 508 pounds 
(-) Global tag team champlons 


THE YOUNG PISTOLS 
Combined weight: 451 pounds 
(-) WCW U.S, team champions 


RICK & SCOTT STEINER | 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 
{-} No. 3 contenders: enders: WC 


THE MOONDOGS 
ewan tee Weigh: 468 pourics 
(-) USW eam champions 


CW tag team title 


GRAPPLER & STEVE DOLL 


mening weight: 517 
Pacific Northwest oc champions 


World Champion: 
LEX LUGER 
(C) 290, Chicago, IL 
1—RICK RUDE 
(-) 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—RICK STEINER 
(8) 248, Detroit, MI 
3—STING 
(1) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
4—STEVE AUSTIN 
(3) 241, Dallas, TX 
5—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(-) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
6—CACTUS JACK 
(5) 287, Truth Or Cons., NM 
7—P.N. NEWS 
(9) 404, Detnot, MI 
8—SCOTT STEINER 
(-) 235, Bay City, Mi 
S—BIG VAN VADER 
(-)375, Denver, CO 
10—VAN HAMMER 
(6) 200, New York, NY 
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John Tatum & Rod Price 
WWF GLOBAL 
World Champton: North American Champfon: 
TITLE VACANT THE PATRIOT 
To be filed at Royal Rumble (C) 280, Washington, DC 
1—HULK HOGAN 1—EDDIE GILBERT 
(C) 292, Venice Beach, CA (1) 222, Lexington, TN 
2—BRET HART 2—BULL PAIN . 
(1) 235, Calgary, Alberta (-) 270, Bucksnort, TN 
3—RIC FLAIR 3—SAM HOUSTON 
(2) 243, Minneapolis, MN (9) 222, Waco, TX 
4—THE UNDERTAKER 4—BILL IRWIN 
(5) 320, Dallas, TX (6) 250, Duluth, MN 
5—RANDY SAVAGE S—TERRY GARVIN 


(4) 245, Sarasota, FL 
6—THE MOUNTIE 

(-) 232, Montreal, Quebec 
7—TED DIBIASE 

(-) 247, Omaha, NB 
8—TITO SANTANA 

(-) 245, Tooula, Mexico 
9—JAKE ROBERTS 

(-) 246, Stone Mountain, GA 

10—KERRY VON ERICH 
(-) 260, Denton, TX 


(-) 220, San Francisco, CA 
6—DARK PATRIOT 

(-) 260, parts unknown 
7—TUG TAYLOR 

(-) 322, Houston, TX 
B—CHAZ 

(-) 212, Houston, TX 
9—BLACK BART 

(-) 261, Pampa, TX 


10—LIGRTNING KID 
(10) 201, Tampa, FL 


USWA 


USWA Champlon: 
KARTALA 
(-) 360, Uganda 
1—ERIC EMBRY 
(1) 240, Lexington, KY 
2—JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
3—TOM PRICHARD 
; (2) 220, Houston, TX 
4— MR. SANDMAN 
(-) 266, Philadelphia, PA 
S—TONY ANTHONY 
(4) 235, Bucksniort, TN 
6—JEFF JARRETT 
(-) 210, Hendersonville, TN 
7—BART SAWYER 
(-) 222, Kansas City, MO 
8—SPIRIT OF AMERICA 
(-)270, Washington, DC 
9—DOUG MASTERS 
(-) 230, Tulsa, OK 
10—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(-) 220, Memphis, TN 


Top !0 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost 
records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are 
compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most 
Popwar and Most Hated ratings are based on 
nahonwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling 


fan¢ and on the valume and character of mail that comes 
to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official 
curremt positions of challengers fo the top Guile In each 


cafegory; ceriain tttehalders receive an automate spect 
in the ratings. The number in parentheses Indicates a 
wrestlers position in that category last issue; (-) indicates 
that the wrestler was not rated in thal category last issue, 
wile (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that 
category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


STING 
260, Vanice Boach, CA 


Last Iseue: No. 2 Most Popular 


(5) 238, Virginia City, VA 





MOST HATED 


JAKE ROBERTS 
247, Sone Mountain. GA 
Last Issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


HULK HOGAN LEX LUGER 
292, Venice Baach, CA 290, Chicago, iL 
Last Issue: No. 1 Most Popular _ Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
RANDY SAVAGE THE UNDERTAKER 
245, Sarasota, FL te 320, Dalfas, TX 
Last Isauc: No. 9 Moat Popular Last tesue: No. 4 Most Hated 
RICK STEAMBOAT RIC FLAIR 
238, Honolulu, Hi 243, Min lis, MN 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: 3 Most Hated 
BRIAN PILLMAN RICK RUDE 
226, Cincinnati, OH 246, Rotbinsdale. MN 
Last issue: No. 10 Moet Popular Last Issue: unrated 
THE PATRIOT THE MOUNTIE 
250, Washington, DC cae, Monies, Quebec 
Last gue: 5 Most Populer Last Bsoe: unrated 
JERRY LAWLER CACTUS JACK 
234, Mempns, TN 277, Truth Or Correquences, NM 
Last Issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last beue: No. 5 Most Hated 
SGT. SLAUGHTER EDDIE GILBERT 
310, Parris isiand, SC 222, Lexington, TN 
Last tssue: unrated | Last seve: No. 6 Most Hated 
RICK STEINER STEVE AUSTIN 
248. Detron, M? 241, Dallas, TX 
Last issue: No. 8 Moat Popular Last Issue: No. 8 Most Hated 
SID JUSTICE KAMALA 
318, Wes! Memphis, AR 360, Uganda 
Last Issue: No.3 MostPopular Last bsue-: 
——eeasiII ee eee ee 
Pad MIcew 
PNW Champton: IWCCW Champion: 
CRUSH TONY ATLAS 
(C) 310, Honolulu, HI (C) 247, Roanoke, VA 
1—STEVE DOLL 1—TASMANIAC 
(6) 237, Dallas, TX (1) 245, Tasmania 
2—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 2—RAY ODYSSEY 
(-) 225, Winter Haven, FL (5) 205, Palm Beach, FL 
3—THE GRAPPLER 3—JOE SAVOLDI 
(8) 280, parts unknown (3) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
4—BUDDY ROSE 4—TOMMY DREAMER 
(-) 375, Minneapolis, MN (7) 245, Yonkers, NY 
5—AL MADRIL 5—TYREE PRIDE 
(10) 231, Los Angeles, CA (6) 231, Haiti 
6—MIKE MILLER 6—STAR WARRIOR 
(7) 265, New Orleans, LA (-) 258, parts unknown 
7—JESSE BARR 7—KOKO B. WARE 
(3) 243, Portland, OR (-) 229, Union City. TN 
8—JOHN RAMBO 8—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(4) 260, Charlotte, NC (-) 252. Boston, MA 
S—BOBBY BLAIR 9—ROBBIE ELLIS 
(-) 275, Dallas, TX (10) 210, Portand, ME 
10—MIKE WINNER 10—CHRIS MICHAELS 


(-) 231, New York, NY 
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WRESTLING 


RATINGS 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value; 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
soa on down fo one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings refiect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

1—LEX LUGER vescssecsccsnessserseseeeeteenteannene 46 points 
1—HULK HOGAN veces esssessesteersereeeneeeee 46 points 
B—RIC FLAIR ssssessssssssssesnsstneretensessseseeens 28 POHTtS 


TAG TEAMS 

1—LEGION OF DOOM ....cceiineseenncs 2 POuTts 
Z—NASTY BOYS. .ncscsscrsesceeereeneee SL POuTts 
4—RIGK & SCOTT STEINER .scesessssness 23 points 
5—FULLER & JARRETT/NAT’L DISASTERS....21 points 


TWAS: iwa champlon—Larry Cameron; 1—Ivan Koloff; 2—Cousin 
Luke; 3—Kamala; 4—Jules Strongbow, 5—Derrick Dukes: 6—Bob 
Orton; 7—Thundertoot I; 8—Thunderfoot Il; 9—The Gladiator; 10— 
Paul Orndortt, 


LPWA: LPWA champlon—Lady X: 1—Terri Power. 2—Denise 
Storm; 3—Bambi; 4—Reggie Bennet: 5—Wendi Richter; 6—Black 
Venus: 7—Desiron Petersen; 8—Susan Green; 9—Lelani Kai; 10— 
Rockin’ Robin. 


PWA: Pw champlon—Chariie Norris; 1—Teijho Khan; 2—Der- 
rick Oukes; IJ—Kon Patera; 4—Ricky Alice; 5—Tommy Ferrara; 6— 
Randy Gusto; 7—Baron Von Raschke: 8—The Shocker: 9—Ligh!ning 
Kid: 10—J.W. Storm. 


SAPW: sapw champlon—title vacant 1—Wahoo McDaniel; 2— 
Holmut Hesior; 3—The Patriot: 4—Viadimir Kolo; S—Greg Bobchick: 
6—Vince Toralli; 7—Ivan Kolotf; 8—Roughhouse Graham:9—Tommy 
Angel: 10—Tommy Gunn. 


TRISTATE: Tri-State champlon—Buddy Landell: 1—J.7. Smith: 
2—Tony Stelsan; 2—Buddy Rogers; J—D.C. Drake: 4—Johnny Hot 
Body, 5—Cry Baby Waldo: 6B—Mr. Anthony: 7—Rockin’ Rebel; 4— 
Michael Bruno; 9—Max Thrasher, 10—Mr. Sandman. 


UWF: owrF tv champlon—Steve Willams: 1—Brian Blair. 2—Paul 
Omdortt; I—The Condor; 4—Death Row 3260; 5—Tony Capone; 6— 
Slave Ray: 7—Deve Johnson: 8@—Chief Iron Woll; 9—The Bronx 
Center; 10—Chiida Michaals. 


WW: wwe Universal champlon—Carios Colon; 1—Manny Fer- 
nandez; 2—Dick Murdoch; 3—Miguel Perez Jr.; 4—Hurricane Caslillo 
Jr.; 5—Ricky Santana; 6—RAax King; 7—Galan Mendoza; 8—Invador 
i; 9—Bronco |; 10—Giant Warrior. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 19 different categories. itis a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 


respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
ig=yCollale molar MUU gta ila Tem fate 





It’s a WWF whirlwind! The tumultuous WWF World 
title situation has drastically affected our ratings page this 
month. 

Those of you familiar with the WWF rankings know we 
usually rate the Intercontinental champion, at the mo- 
ment Bret Hart, number one in the top 10, directly be 
neath the World champion. 
— However, because the World 
championship has been de 
clared vacant, we chose to rate 
the top contender to the World 
title, Hulk Hogan, ahead of the 
I-C champion. We feel this is 
the fairest way of reflecting the 
overall WWF title picture at the 
moment. Once a new champ 
on is determined, the Intercon- 
tinental titlist will return to the 
oe ~ automatic number-one ranking 
4 in the WWF category. 






Hulk Hogan More reader mail This 
month, we take a dip into the mailbag to get a read on 
what you've been thinking about lately. 

In your Top 10 [February 1992 issue}, writes Marte Cal- 
las of Butte, Montana, you rated [WCW World champion] 
Lex Luger number one and [then-WWF World titlist] Hulk 
Hogan number two. How in the world could you have 
done that? Luger is always cheating to win, while the 
“Hulkster” fights clean. What in the world were you 
thinking, people? 

What we were thinking, Marie, is that Luger, though he 
does too often rely on Harley Race and Mr. Hughes, has 
been facing and defeating a wide variety of competition, 
including P.N. News, Rick Steiner, Bill Kazmaier, and Brian 
Pillman. Many of those victories came not because Luger 
cheated, but because he outwrestled his opponents. 

Hogan, on the other hand, had been making the bulk 
of his title defenses against the vastly overmatched War- 
lord. Of course, that was before the challenge of former 
NWAMWCW World champion Ric Flair, and before the 
incredible events leading up to the WWF: World title 
being declared vacant. 
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Why have you taken the UWF out of your regular 
ratings section? asks Robert Callandra of Ocala, Florida. 
Sure, they've fallen upon hard times lately, but you 
should give them a chance to bounce back. 

The decision to take the UWF out of the regular ratings | 
and put them in the agate section was not taken lightly. | 
Since they've only been running cards sporadically tn 
recent months, we determined that the Pacific Northwest 
deserved the spot, since they continue to run several 
cards weekly. If and when the UWF reestablishes itself, 
we'll gladly reconsider their status. 

Sonos en ! can’t believe how, in the fanu- 

: a ary 1992 issue of your sister publi- 
cation The Wrestler you put that 
| fat, disgusting slob Abduilah the 
| Butcher in the Top 10! gasps John- 
ny Gunn of Little Rock, Arkansas. / 
don’t care how well he did against 
Sting; that blubbery goon is no 
way a top-10 wrestler. 

Abdullah may disgust you, John- 
_ ny, but his lack of scientific skill 
>, doesn’t prevent him from being a 

very effective brawler, one of the 
Abdullah the Butcher —_— most fearsome in the sport’s histo- 
ry. People have different ideas about what being a top-10 
wrestler should embody. That month, the Butcher was 
the number-one contender for Sting’s U.S. title; he de 
served to be rated. 

There are dozens of good little federations all across 
North America, wrote Chris Howard of Montreal, Que 
bec. You should try lo make more room in the agate 
section to accommodate at least some of them. 

While independent wrestling is indeed thriving, there is 
a limited amount of space in the agate section. We try to 
single out the best of the independents for recognition. 
In that task, we rely not only on promoters to inform us, 
but on fans, too. Write and let us know about the hot 
independent action in your area. 


So long for now! Please send your comments, ques- 
tions, and complaints to: “Ratings Analysis,” clo Wrestling 
Superstars, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY, 11577. O 





Because PWi Weekly comes oul every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the tile changes, the big match signings, the 
tnumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


Your ‘Transactions’ 














column 

whi lets me know Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
ch Wrestlers are you subscnbe? No problem! Just send us 31.95 and 

Moving to new | we'llsend you a copy of PWT Weekly hot off the 

fe d era tions : press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 


features, and information packed into our newsletter 
you'll want to become a subscnber to wrestlind's 
fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 
accepted for single-copy orders.) 


Each weekly issue contains the latest 
news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North 
Amenca, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's Hot, 
Who's Not" columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week” and "Match of the Week" 
features, plus "Steve Anderson's View” 


—K. R., Milwautlcee | 


Lay 








(wresiling'’s best political cartoon), 
ratings, tivia questions, Transactions,” 
a lively editonal, “This Week In 
History, “Reporters’ Notebook,” and 
an extensive collection of match results! 
You get all of this—each and every 
week!—in a bold newsletter format that 
keeps you on top of today's wrestling 
news today! 


PWI Weekly is cover-pnced at $1.95 per issue, and we 
offer you three big ways to save: 

© |7 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
olf the cover pice 

@34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
off the cover price 

@52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 
off the cover price 





PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 


Send to: 

T.V. Sports 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 
(JCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


CI VISA # 


[] MasterCard # 


eee ee eee 


ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


a eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send mea 
subscription to PW! Weekly as follows: 


| 

| 

_] 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings | 
(] 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings | 
C) 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings | 
LU I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- 
closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. | 
| 

| 

| 





—— NAME __ 
re ee ee ADDRESS BPT 
Expiration Date: ___/___ CITY STATE 7IP | 
MO/YR Offér good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2. 70 for single issue; 532.74 | 
for |7 lesuosr $90.49 for 34 lzsues: $88.99 lor 52 issues. Int'l money arders ory. | 


SPECIAL NOTE TO BRITISH FANS: PWI Weekly is now available by subscription in the U.K. exclusively from “Turnbuckles | 


UK" Telephone: 071 738 4991. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


lf it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about... 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 
Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
Title changes and transactions 
Up-to-date ratings 

Eddie Eliner’s ‘Off The Top Rope” 
Wrestler of the week 


Plus . . . Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S. 1-900-884-4P WI 
IN THE U.K. 0898 805 530 
IN IRELAND 03 000 33 805 


For This service is available on both 
6.4 rotary-dial and touch-tone phones 


* Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute in the 
United Kingdom is 34p cheap rate and 45p at all other times incl. VAT. 
Cost per minute in Ireland is 24p economy, 36p off-peak, 48p peak. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London, WC1N 3XX 
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